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The announcement of the going of Dr. 
Kerr will bring universal sorrow not 
only to the entire Herald family, but to a 
host of others whom he has touched in 
some way during his long and remark- 
able public ministry as pastor and editor. 
Those of us here at the Publishing House 
who were so intimately associated with 
him and who for so long have enjoyed 
his cheerful companionship in service 
are stunned so that we are not yet able 
to comprehend the import of his depart- 
ure. For his sake as well as for the sake 
of our church and cause, we shall try 
together to continue as best we can the 
regular visits of The Herald to your 
homes until some readjustment can be 
made. Dr. Kerr continued the direction 
of the paper almost to the very last, and 
because of that the task for the next few 
weeks will be no easy one. We feel sure 
our people will for his sake bear with 
any mistakes that may be made during 
the transition that must now come in the 
publishing of The Herald. 


Mr. and Mrs. Frank Hoover, members 
and active workers of our church at 
Huntington, Indiana, were visitors at the 
Publishing House while on their honey- 
moon last week. 

In this issue our readers will find the 
first of a short series of articles from 
the pen of Dr. Roy C. Helfenstein in 
which he gives some interesting impres- 
sions from his trip to Europe this last 
summer. 

Rev. George E. Dumm, a member of 
the Lima Christian Church, was or- 
dained to the gospel ministry on Sunday 
afternoon, September 30, by the North- 
western Ohio Conference in its recent 
session at Lima. 

Dr. R. A. Torrey, internationally 
noted as an evangelist, Bible expositor, 
author of numerous books on religious 
themes, and intimate friend of the late 
Dwight L. Moody, passed away at Ashe- 
ville, North Carolina, October 25, at the 
age of seventy-two years. 

The last of September, Mrs. Charles 
Stackpoole started a Junior Christian 
Endeavor Society with fourteen mem- 
bers at our new mission church on 
Malden Road in Syracuse, New York. 
They now number thirty members and 
are doing some fine work. 

The article in this issue by Mr. J. F. 
Barnes, one of the leading laymen of the 
Eel River Conference, on “Our General 
Convention Budget” should have the at- 
tention of all our readers. It is a con- 
densed statement of an address given be- 
fore his conference and should be of 
practical help to all churches and pastors 
in introducing the new Convention 
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About Folks and Things 


financial plan. All of our churches should 
now be using this plan in full. The work 
already suffers because some churches 
are late in adopting it, but Secretary 
Denison announces that more churches 
are starting it each month, for which we 
are grateful. 

Sims, Illinois, closed a four weeks’ 
series of meetings in which the pastor, 
Rev. Ed Borah, was assisted part of the 
time by Mrs. Charlotte E. Nash, an 
evangelist from St. Louis, and also by 
Rev. A. H. Bennett. There were a num- 
ber of accessions to the church and a 
fine interest. 


Rev. H. E. Warner writes most ap- 
preciatively of the acceptable programs 
rendered by the students from Defiance 
College Sunday, October 28, at his Eel 
River and Dunfee churches. Brother 
Warner is carrying the work of this pas- 
torate in connection with his studies at 
Defiance College. 

The annual meeting of the United 
Stewardship Countil will be held at 
Rochester, New York, December 3 and 4, 
the two days preceding the Quadrennial 
Meeting of the Federal Council of 
Churches. Dr. Warren H. Dension, our 
Stewardship Secretary, is a member and 
will attend this meeting. 

Miss Jennie Page, who attended the 
Woman’s Biennial Missionary Meeting 
at Dayton on her way to the Aged Min- 
isters’ Home at Lakemont, has found 
herself busy already in reporting the 
meeting in a splendid way to the Lake- 
mont Missionary Sgciety. The women 
were pleased with her message. 


Bethlehem Church, Union Iowa Con- 
ference, closed a fine revival meeting, 
conducted by Rev. Wm. M. Sooter, Jr., 
pastor of the Oak Grove Church. There 
were four additions to the church mem- 
bership, and following the meetings a 
service was held at the Des Moines River 
in which three members were baptized. 


Advance Church, Western Indiana 
Conference, has just closed a series of 
meetings in which the pastor, Rev. Or- 
ville Woody, was his own evangelist, as- 
sisted by Mr. W. E. Lucas as song evan- 
gelist. Some very inspirational and help- 
ful addresses are reported and a lively 
interest manifested throughout the serv- 
ices. 

Dr. Martyn Summerbell, vice-president 
of Defiance College and president of 
Starkey Seminary, Lakemont, New York, 
visited Defiance College, October 22 and 
23, and delivered his first series of lec- 
tures for 1928. Two of the lectures, 
which were delivered to the entire stu- 


dent body, were on the origin and work 
of the leading denominations of America, 
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which series when completed Dr. Sum- 
merbell expects to put in book form. The 
third lecture, given to the Divinity 
School, was on the subject, “The Pas- 
toral Office,” the same being a general 
review of pastoral methods as practiced 
in several denominations. 


The semi-annual session of the Con- 
ference of Christian Churches in Otsego 
County, New York, met recently with the 
Maryland Church of which Rev. R. C. 
Updyke is pastor. A very profitable meet- 
ing was enjoyed. The Maryland Church 
is now engaged in a series of evangelistic 
meetings with Rev. Helen S. Traver of 
New Berlin, N. Y., assisting. 
. Mr. John G. Myers, Pleasant Hill, 
Ohio, treasurer of the General Conven- 
tion, had a very severe heart attack Oc- 
tober 27, but we are glad that he has 
rallied again and we hope and pray for 
his full and speedy recovery. He had 
attended the Board Meeting the week be- 
fore and was in the best of health. 
Brother Myers has a deep interest in all 
our work. 

Rev. R. L. Hendrickson, pastor of the 
Mooney Memorial Church of Towanda, 
Kansas, writes us that that church has 
lost a most loyal member in the death 
of Mrs. Margaret McClain. Funeral servy- 
ices were conducted by the pastor, as- 
sisted by Rev. C. E. Huff, of Selma, 
Kansas. Our sympathies go out to the 
bereaved husband, Rev. W. A. McClain, 
and the other loved ones. 

Prof. J. N. Dales, dean of Starkey 
Christian Training School, Lakemont, 
New York, writes of certain needs of the 


library. Gifts of the works of Shake- 
speare, Longfellow, Tennyson, Scott, 
Whittier, Milton, Browning, Bryant, 


Swinburne, Holmes, Wordsworth, Car- 
lyle, Ruskin, Chaucer, and Spencer will 
be gladly received. Edited texts of individ- 
ual poems or plays and recent missionary 
books as well as standard editions on 
religious education will also be very ac- 
ceptable. Doubtless worn copies are in 
many homes where there is no use made 
of them. Why not send them to Starkey 
Christian Training School where they 
will be put to work? 

A tentative organization of the women 


preachers of the Christian church was ef-| 
fected during the Biennial meeting of the)” 


Woman’s Mission Board. Over sixty 
women are listed in the Christian An- 


nual as licensed or ordained ministers. . 
Over twenty-five of these had responded] ” 


enthusiastically to the idea of some form 


of organization which would help then} 


in solving their own peculiar problems 


and giving acquaintanceship and felf” 
lowship one with another, although onljf- 
eight were able to be actually presen 
at the luncheon at the Y. W. C. A. of 
Friday, October 26th. Mrs. F. E. Bullock 


(Continued on page fourteen) 
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Alva Martin Kerr 


BY F. G. COFFIN, A. M., D. D.. PRESIDENT OF THE GENERAL CONVENTION OF THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH 


LVA M. Kerr is no more in the flesh! His 
promotion came Thursday evening, Novem- 


ber 1. No word has gone out through these 


’ columns in years, indeed if ever, which has touched 


The Herald family with such a deep sense of loss 
and grief as will this saddening news. 

For twoscore years he waged unending battle 
against disease and suffering with almost nothing 
but an indomitable will for a physical weapon. 
Only the most intimate of his friends knew what 
measure of heroism was made necessary by that 
living death of suffering out of which his achieve- 
ments came. However much he may be missed, our 
love for him can but rejoice in his deliverance. 

Alva Kerr was the bravest man I ever knew. 
Many times he went under the surgeon’s knife, many 
of these being for major operations. He habitually 
took his enforced vacation in the hospital or in the 
sanitarium. The fortitude of his suffering was near- 
miraculous. His life was an almost unbroken monot- 
ony of pain, yet he never accepted release from re- 
sponsibility because of his affliction. Last May 
when he learned that he must enter into the final 
grapple with death, with only a half chance of con- 
quering at the end of an eighteen months’ struggle, 
courageously he accepted the terms of battle, went 
to bed with editorial notebook in hand and, for the 
sake of others, unselfishly smiled and wrote most of 
the way down to death. 

He was the perfect friend. He always kept his 
friendships in good repair. He was so understand- 
ing and sympathetic. The numerous touches of 
sentiment in thoughtful kindnesses to others gave 
an inviting warmth to his personality which made 
everybody “snuggle up” to him. Even his business 
correspondence had a touch of warmth and human- 
ness which made it welcome to every desk. Though 
he differed with friends and brethren, he loved them 
no less for that fact; and he dealt with their opin- 
ions so reverently that their love for him remained 
unchanged, regardless of their differences. He had 
the gentleness of a mother yet the courage of the 
true prophet of God which he was. He was always 
frank and open in his attitudes so that his position 
on any question was never concealed or his loyalty 
questioned. His chivalry was superb, his manliness 
unsurpassed. 

As a pastor he was uniformly loved. He loved 





the pastorate also and gave it up only because his 
strength was unequal to its responsibilities. His 
pulpit utterances were strong, beautiful, and prac- 
tical; his pastoral ministrations, gentle and devoted; 
and his executive management wise and progressive. 
He carried his people into enlarging plans with him 
because he carried them in his heart. His personal 
culture and refinement were unusual. In manner he 
possessed a gentle directness by which he went 
right to the heart of all church problems. Withal, 
he had a large grasp of every situation, and a big 
program for his church. 

As an editor he is best known to the readers of 
this periodical. He was broadly and thoroughly 
educated. He was a constant student and thought 
in advance of his time in social, civic, educational, 
and religious matters. He was a writer of unusual 
force and discernment. He saw the big feature in 
every issue upon which he wrote and went after 
vital things only. Editorially he did not wander in- 
to unimportant places and could not tolerate petti- 
ness or obscurity in handling great issues. He un- 
covered all questions to the moral principles upon 
which they rested, then he would unhesitatingly fol- 
low any moral principle to its end, no matter where 
it took him. He did not allow his ecclesiastical, 
political, social, or business affiliations to befog a 
moral issue. 

He was especially fitted for the editorship of a 
church periodical by the breadth of his sympathies. 
He was generous of spirit toward other churches 
and institutions. His interchurch attitude was 
always fraternal and helpful. He was for whatever 
was good wherever it was found. He never rode 
hobbies. He promoted all phases of work within his 
own communion with an impartial and efficient pen. 

A great man of our age has fallen. A prince in 
friendship has passed on. A loving and lovable 
pastor is on the returnless journey. A great Chris- 
tian journalist has laid aside his pen. A prophet 
and seer has spoken his final word. The voice of a 
wise counselor in the official circle of the church is 
hushed. Yet he is with us and will ever be. His 
impress is upon the life of the church. His influence 
will be immortal. In whatever worthy enterprise 
the church succeeds, he will continue to be. He has 
earned well his Rest and has left to his church and 
the world an incomputable heritage. 








‘‘Lord, Teach Us to Pray’ 


A CONTRIBUTED EDITORIAL BY WILSON P. MINTON 


boys of the Young Men’s Christian Association of 

the United States to a week of special concentra- 
tion in prayer, November 11-17, John R. Mott has 
once again focused the attention on that higher 
realm of spiritual attainment which so few ever 
enter. It is heartening to know that in these days 
of crass materialism there are those who still believe 
in the place and power of prayer as a_ practical 
means of noble achievement. It is encouraging, too, 
to know that those who so believe are looking far 
enough into the future to see the wisdom of laying 
the burden for constructive prayer upon young 
hearts as well as older ones. These leaders have 
come to realize that if the world is to continue well 
balanced there must be a greater wealth of spiritual 
power manifested. They have realized, too, that this 
spiritual power must be generated in the hearts and 
lives of the young men and boys of today who will be 
the world-leaders of tomorrow. And they have right- 
ly agreed that such power must come through 


prayer. 


[: ISSUING the annual call to the young men and 


HE theme for this year’s week of prayer for men 

and boys is “Lord, Teach Us to Pray”. Last 
year it was, “We Would See Jesus.” We hear so 
much talk about practical things being so different 
and far removed from “spiritual things’. What 
could be more practical than for young men to seek 
to see Jesus as he really lived among men while a 
young man like themselves, and to see him now as 
he seeks to wield his righteous influence in the pres- 
ent activities of the world of which these same 
young men are a part? And what could be more 
practical, if we believe in prayer at all, than that 
these young men should this year seek to “lay hold 
upon the unseen forces that control the affairs of 
men” by adopting as their prayer theme the words 
of the Master’s first disciples, “Lord, teach us to 
pray?” As Dr. Mott says, “We need a schooling in 
prayer.” We need to learn the value and power of 
prayer and then we need to learn to pray the prayer 
that gets things done. So few of us have learned 
that art. So few of us are unselfish enough to take 
the time and trouble really to approach God in gen- 
uine intercession for others. We constantly let this 
greatest of all services go by unheeded while we 
grope about in the doing of lesser things. We some- 
how do not grasp the real significance of prayer and 
particularly of intercessory prayer. Certainly few 
of us know what it is to get results by prayer in a 
constructive, and definite and consistent way. And 
we have not entered into the fullness of joy that 
comes from such communion with God and the 
knowledge that through this medium we may become 





partners with him in an ever-enlarging service to 
our fellow men. “Lord, teach us to pray.” 


Speaking of the common tendency to divorce 
spiritual things from the practical things of life, we 
are reminded of a lecture given here in Dayton just 
last week by Professor Frank D. Slutz before some 
four or five hundred men on the subject, “Science, 
Scientists, and Religion”, Almost the entire forty- 
five minutes of his address were taken up in the re- 
cital of statements from a convincing array of rec- 
ognized scientists of this and earlier days who ex- 
pressed their personal convictions that the highest 
and most practical of all realms of life is, after all, 
the spiritual. These men, whom Professor Slutz 
took pains to point to as not merely “so-called” 
scientists but among the most highly respected of 
their profession, did not cheapen their own achieve- 
ments by confessing their belief in a higher power— 
they rather enhanced them. 


But will the young men respond to this call to 
prayer? some one asks. We believe many will. We 
have faith in that fine lot of young men we see in 
our Y. M. C. A. religious gatherings and in our 
churches. Of course, many will not heed the call. 
Many will be unable to see the value of it. But many 
will, and to them we must look for deeper thinking 
and loftier aspirations and more sound practical 
spiritual attainments. Through them and _ their 
deepened prayer life the whole world will be brought 
a little nearer to God. 


HIS week of prayer is really a world movement. 

It is set apart by the World’s Committee of the 

Y. M. C. A., and “During these days”, says Dr. Mott, 
“we shall experience the joy of conscious union in 
meditation and intercession with our brothers of 
fully fifty nations.” But it does not need to be con- 
fined to these young men alone. Here is a new and 
fresh opportunity for all of us to deepen our prayer 
life. A sinful world, an impotent Church, and in- 
dividuals of our acquaintance all about us stand in 
need of what our intercession alone can bring to 
them. Will we deny it to them? Will we face the 
need, knowing our own responsibility to help meet 
it, and do nothing about it? We are glad to do many 
things. We want to be busy doing things for the 
Kingdom, but we must be willing to be less busy 
about many of these other things and more busy— 
far more busy—in prayer, which Dr. Mott rightly 
calls “that most rewarding activity”. It is indeed 
just that; and if we could but only learn the great 
lesson of prayer, many things which are not right in 
this world of ours now would become right. “Lord, 
teach us to pray.” 
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E ARE living in a constantly 

W/ changing age. Things that would 

have been up-to-date and mod- 
ern yesterday are a back number to- 
day. 

Arts, inventions, transportation, meth- 
ods of agriculture, and, in fact, every- 
thing that touches and influences the 
acts of men, have changed so rapidly in 
the past half century, that we scarcely 
recognize the things of the past as being 
in any marked degree adequate for the 
demand being made on the people of to- 
day. 

While the above statement is true, if 
we stop and consider we will find that 
every change has been the result of the 
demand of the time for something bet- 
ter than the thing with which we were 
working. Men have always been able 
to devise ways and means of reaching 
a solution of the problems confronting 
them. 

In the early pioneer days men were 
content to follow the forest paths, or 
paddle a bark canoe on the _ winding 
stream. Later came the ox team or the 
horse team and the old linchpin wagon. 
These gave place to the better and light- 
er wagon. Still later came the horseless 
carriage, and that was followed by the 
flying machine, and we now wonder 
“What next?” 


In those early days our modern auto 
would have been of very little use over 
the corduroy roads, but with the coming 
of better roads came the better modes of 
travel and Darius Green and his flying 
machine are no longer a dream but a 
reality. 

The same thing has been true of our 
civic and political problems. The hat 
was a sufficient ballot box when only 
forty or fifty votes were to be cast and 
counted in the early elections. But pop- 
ulation increased, schools were to be 
built, roads constructed, more taxes 
were to be levied and collected to meet 
these new demands, and better methods 
and more efficient laws had to be put in 
force to meet the new conditions. And 
again we note that men have always 
found a way or made a way to meet 
their wants and needs. More stringent 
election laws were enacted, more econom- 
ical ways of handling the business of 
township, county, and state were put 
into effect. 


One of these improvements was the in- 
troduction of the budget system, where- 
by every official must make out an esti- 


} mate of the probable expense of his of- 






} fice or department for the coming year. 
| This budget is subject to inspection by 


some supervising body, with power to 





Our General Convention Budget 


BY MR. J. F. BARNES 


eliminate things that they consider un- 
necessary. By this means thousands of 
dollars have been saved to the tax-pay- 
ing public, and the budget has come to 
stay. 

We have noted some of the chang- 
ing conditions in the civil affairs of the 
nation in the past half century. Now 
let us see if the same conditions have not 
been true, in a measure at least, in the 
religious affairs as well. 

The early pioneer preacher went from 
one log cabin home to another for reli- 
gious services. There was not much 
need for church machinery in that prim- 
itive day and manner of handling the 
work of the Kingdom. But more peo- 
ple cleared up more land and made more 
and better homes. The log church was 
built. This gave way to the larger and 
better church. Sunday-schools were 
started, cities sprang up where a few 
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WALK as in a dream 
Uplifted by the vision clear 
Of the exalted theme 
That brought the Master near, so near. 


The blue sky is a maze 
Cf golden mystery. The streets 
Appear as angel ways, 


Where life his Lord and Master meets. 


I have a holy thought 

Deep brooding in my soul. A will 
To seek as saints have sought . 
And prove their faith victorious still. 


Yet is it mingled pain 

Amid the radiance that creeps, 
For love hath called again, 

And joy for very longing weeps. 


Oh Christ, thou art the Light 

That rainbow-hued encircles me. 

Out of the doubting night 

1 walk as in a dream with Thee. 
—Robert MacGowan. 
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years before the log cabin and Indian 
held possession. 

All these called for more funds and 
better organization. Missions were start- 
ed. Heads of departments were created. 
The work was growing and demanding 
better methods of handling the business. 
People were demanding better preach- 
ers, so colleges were started to meet 
these demands. All these added to the 
problem of financing the work. 

The plan for meeting these financial 
demands was the annual offering for 
Home Missions, Foreign Missions, Edu- 
cation, etc.; but the success of these of- 
ferings depended on the interest of the 
pastor, the weather, the people, and 


many other things that made it very un- 
certain as to the amount of any offering. 

Some churches did fairly well and 
some did nothing. Deficits were facing 
every church board at every annual 
meeting. Thinking church officials every- 
where were forced to the conclusion that 
something better must be put into our 
church business or our work must fail 
in its purpose because of the lack of fi- 
nance. So we had the New Century 
Movement, Men and Millions Movement, 
and our own Forward Movement, etc. 
All these were the outgrowth of thinking 
men who honestly wanted to solve the 
problems that were facing every board. 
Committees were appointed in many 
churches to study the problem and find 
some solution. These committees gave 
some study to the budget system as it is 
being used in township, county, and 
state business and came to the conclu- 
sion that if it worked there it was at 
least worthy of a trial in church busi- 
ness, 


In our own church a committee of five 
was appointed to study the question and 
report to the General Convention. This 
committee conducted a wide correspond- 
ence with our church workers in every 
section of the field, as well as with work- 
ers of other denominations, and found 
that many local churches were using the 
budget system with a fair degree of suc- 
cess, 

This committee came to the General 
Convention at Urbana, Illinois, in 1926. 
At the convention five more members 
were added to the committee, and the 
entire committee went over the facts 
that had been gathered and made a re- 
port that with a few amendments was 
unanimously adopted. 

The Convention, through its Organi- 
zation Committee, provided for a Board 
of Finance in its constitution in  har- 
mony with the report of the committee. 
This board consists of some of the best 
men in the denomination. It has the 
financial matters of all departments un- 
der its supervision and serves as a 
check on all departments, as well as to 
work out a closer relation with Regional 
Conventions and local conferences, to 
make out budgets, etc., and to assist the 
conferences in carrying out the plans of 
the General Convention. 

This board, after careful considera- 
tion and study of the matter, decided 
that a budget of $200,000 per annum 
would be needed to meet the needs of the 
different departments of our regular 
convention work. The General Board of 
the Convention approved this budget 
and the allotment to the conferences. 
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The budget was divided on the following 
percentage basis: The General Conven- 
tion, including the Federal Council, 6%; 
Home Missions and Church Extension, 
25%; Foreign Missions, 34%; Christian 
Education, 25%; Evangelism and Life 
Service, 5%; Reserve fund, 5%. The 
above division of the funds is to be 
made by the Convention Secretary and 
the Reserve percent to be voted out by 
the General Board. 


The committee was then confronted 
with the problem of a basis of appor- 
tionment of the budget to the different 
conferences. After careful considera- 
tion, a fourfold basis was decided on: 
One-fourth apportioned on the basis of 
membership; one-fourth on the total 
wealth, or value, of the church property; 
one-fourth on the salary paid to the pas- 
tor; and one-fourth on the former rec- 
ord of giving. The apportionment was 
then made to the different conferences. 

Now, as churches, let us face the ques- 
tion fairly and consider the matter in 
its importance to our work in general. 
With our former haphazard method of 
annual offerings for the different calls, 
some churches gave liberally to one call 
and nothing to another, so no one knew 
very definitely what any one offering 
would raise for the work of any one de- 
partment. 


Is it not a much better business ba- 
sis to face the needs squarely, and find 
what we need and then proceed on a 
business basis to raise that amount? 

Many churches are using that method 
in their local work. Then why not in 
the General Convention calls as well? 
We do not permit our local church ex- 
penses to depend on freewill offerings. 
We make out our budget and then go 
out in an every-member canvass and 
proceed to raise that amount, asking 
each and every member to pledge a defi- 
nite amount. Why not be fair with our 
general work and do the same for the 
secretaries of each department? 

Our work must be supported or we 
fail in the field where we have large in- 
vestments. Are we going to be loyal to 
those whom we have chosen and placed 
in charge of the different departments 
of our work? It is our work, These 
men have studied the situation and have 
suggested this plan as the one _ best 
suited to our present needs. Let us at 
least make an honest effort to do our 
part and to pay our part. 

As to the method used, that must be 
left largely with the individual church, 
but we suggest that an every-member 
canvass be made for this the same as 
we make for our local church budget or 
the entire budget of the local church. The 
apportionment might be made in one 
canvass and then the collections be di- 
vided on a percentage basis, giving to 
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each its part of the entire budget. Each 
church should adopt some plan and then 
work the plan. 

Speaking in general terms, it means 
that some 71,000 church members, not 
including the Southern Convention, are 
asked to raise $200,000 annually for our 
denominational needs. This means 
about three dollars per member per 
year, or twenty-five cents per month. Is 
this too much to ask of those who pro- 
fess to love the cause of the Master? We 
ought to do that, and I believe we can 
do it if we want to badly enough. 

When we look at the money that is 
being spent for all kinds of luxuries, for 
our own selfish needs or pleasures, such 
as fine homes, fine automobiles, thea- 
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ters, shows, candy, cigars, tobacco, and 
many other things that we spend on our- 
selves which do us very little if any good, 
and sometimes do us great harm, we are 
made to ask the question, Are we giving 
to God the part of our income that justly 
belongs to him? 

When we as church members learn to 
tithe the money that God makes it pos- 
sible for us to gather in our daily life 
work, then his Kingdom work will not 
suffer, but there will be abundance and 
to spare. There will be less need of beg- 
ging for funds when we learn to render 
unto Caesar the things that are Cae- 
sar’s and unto God the things that are 
God’s. 

Huntington, Indiana. 


My Recent Trip to Europe 


Some Impressions 


BY REV. R. C. HELFENSTEIN, M. A., D. D. 


TRIP to Europe is one of the very 

best ways in which to spend a va- 

cation. It offers a complete change, 
and that is what a vacation must do if 
it is to be beneficial. It gives one new 
experiences, new impressions, new ideas, 
new ideals, new purposes, new acquaint- 
ances, new visions, new vigor, and new 
life. 

The ocean voyage itself is declared to 
be one of the greatest health stimula- 
tors known. The benefits of a trip to a 
foreign country are numerous. It re- 
veals to a person how little he really 
knows. It enables one to check up on 
his knowledge of history, and his know]l- 
edge of other people. It enables one to 
see for himself conditions in other coun- 
tries and thus compare the merits and 
demerits obtaining in his own country 
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WHAT IS YOUR LIFE? 


A LITTLE gleam of time, ‘twixt Whence 
and Where, 
So brief and fleeting, 
Yet ‘tis a sacred burden which we bear 
Till life’s completing. 


‘Tis golden opportunity bestowed, 
Wherein to press 

Onward and upward, on the pilgrim road, 
To holiness. 


A time in which, by loving word and deed, 
We may essay 
To help the falt’ring ones, and all in need, 
On life's highway. 
Till—when earth's shall have 
rolled away, 
And dawns to sight 
The vision beautiful—time’s finite day 
Merge in the infinite. 
—P. D. van der Swan. 
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and in theirs, for all the merits are not 
on, one side, nor are all the demerits on 
one side. Each country has its merits 
and demerits. 

Each country has its own peculiar 
customs, its own peculiar beauties, its 
own peculiar interests, its own peculiar 
life. Every country is wonderful! You 
cannot compare the scenery of one coun- 
try with the scenery of another country, 
for the scenery of each country is 
unique. America has beautiful sceneries 
that no other country has. But on the 
other hand, other countries have beauti- 
ful sceneries that America does not have. 
God did not give all the beautiful scen- 
eries and all the wonders to any one 
country. 

Naturally, we Americans think there 
is no other country like our own. But 
we must not forget that most of the 
Englishmen, the Scotchmen, the Dutch- 
men, and the Frenchmen and all the rest 
think the same thing about their coun- 
tries. 

It is human nature to think that one’s 
own country is the best country in the 
world. But it is bigoted ignorance for 
one to think that there is nothing equal- 
ly good, nothing equally grand, and noth- 
ing equally wonderful in other countries 
than his own. 

America has her own peculiar charms, 
and for us charms that surpass those of- 
fered by any other country of the world. 
But we should not forget that every 
great country has its peculiar charms— 
charms that are not to be found any- 
where else in the world. 

The young boy is very apt to think 
that the old man is a back number, out 
of date, a “has been,” and that he at 
eighteen knows far more than his dad 
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does at fifty. That is the natural con- 
ceit of youth. Such an attitude would be 
pathetic if it were not ridiculous, for the 
dad of fifty was also once eighteen. And 
though he likely displayed the same su- 
periority complex toward his dad at that 
time, still the years that have passed 
since then should have increased his 
knowledge somewhat, especially in hav- 
ing to deal with his own son for eighteen 
years. 

The same attitude is apt to be ex- 
pressed by young nations toward older 
nations. The conceit of youth is likely 
to cause a young nation to look toward 
the older nations, as youth in a home or 
in a community look toward their sen- 
iors—namely to be tolerated but not ap- 
preciated. The young nation is in dan- 
ger of having a superiority complex, 
thinking that its lack of age is in itself 
an element of strength and a warrant 
for superior wisdom and greatness. Thus 
a sort of a national conceitedness has 
often expressed itself on the part of 
American people toward .the nations of 
the old world. 

But when one goes to the countries of 
the old world, he is made to realize how 
simple such an attitude is. He is made 
to realize that every nation has its great- 
ness, and that the greatness of any na- 
tion is enhanced in proportion to its abil- 
ity to appreciate the greatness in every 
other nation and in its willingness to 
share its greatness with them. 

A trip to the old world causes one to 
appreciate the countries of the old world 
more, and it also causes one to appreciate 
his own country more. It broadens the 
horizon of one’s world, and deepens his 
appreciation of the whole. 

On the other hand, a trip to the new 
world by those who live in the old world 
would be of equal service in increasing 
their understanding and appreciation of 
the new world. 

The countries of Europe, by reason of 
their age and traditions, are just as apt 
to discount the wisdom and culture of 
our young nation because we are young, 
as America is apt to discount the old 
countries because they are old. Parents 
often fail to appreciate the fact that 
though young people don’t know every- 
thing they may know something. As 
with parents toward children, so with 
older nations toward younger nations. 

Nothing can better correct these mis- 
taken attitudes between countries young 
and old than can intertravel on the part 
of the people of the different countries, 
and an interchange of ideas from the 
educational leaders of each country, from 
the religious leaders of each country, and 
from the business men of each country. 
People who visit their sister countries 
in the interest of a better understanding 
of the other nation can best scatter the 
seed of international good will and inter- 
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national friendship. The average tourist 
from the old countries to the new or from 
the new to the old does little good toward 
strengthening the bond of fellowship be- 
tween the nations. Too many tourists 
by their prejudices, their selfishness, and 


their nationalistic conceit, militate 
against international good will and 
friendship. 


The people of different nations get the 
wrong opinion of other nations by see- 
ing a certain class of tourists or globe 
trotters from the other nations. The 
moving pictures, the unbalanced novel- 
ists, and the jingo press also misrepre- 
sent the nations to each other. It would 
make us all blush for shame if we knew 
the opinions that some people of the old 
countries have formed of the American 
people because of the moving pictures 
sent over from America which have ex- 
aggerated beyond all reason certain fam- 


COMFORT 
SOMETIMES we hold a message in our 


hearts 
We feel would cheer the world or ease 
its pain; 
So full of tenderness and kindly thought 
To send it forth would be the whole 
world’s gain. 


But fate has circumscribed with four high 
walls 
The place wherein our efforts all must 
lie; 
‘Tis not for us with word or deed or pen 
_To lift the souls of mortals to the sky. 


And yet the lily does not need to leave 
The place wherein it grew to cheer and 
bless; 
Perhaps that just to be both kind and good 
May serve the waiting millions none the 
less. 
—Victor Gage Kimbert, in New Age 
Magazine. 
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ily irregularities that may be found in 
some places in our country, and pictures 
which have portrayed in a magnified 
manner some of the indecencies that may 
obtain on some of our college campuses 
and in some of our social groups—leav- 
ing the impression that such indecencies 
are the natural order in American life 
instead of being the exception as they 
really are. : 

Then, too, unbalanced novelists and 
fanatical reformers have likewise mis- 
represented America to the European 
mind. The number of such is many. Un- 
told injury has been done our nation by 
writers who have maligned the American 
home, the American school, the American 
college, the American church, and Amer- 
ican civilization itself in order to write 
what they thought would appeal to mor- 
bid minds and have a big sale. 

Because of these many gross misrepre- 
sentations from thoughtless tourists, con- 
scienceless authors, distorted press re- 
ports, and pictures portraying the un- 
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realities of life, a definite movement has 
been launched between the countries of 
the English-speaking world to correct 
these false impressions. Teachers and 
professors are being interchanged for a 
year’s time between the high schools and 
colleges and universities of the different 
English-speaking countries with the 
thought in mind that such interchange 
will help to effect a better understand- 
ing between the people of the different 
nations. 

A council known as the “Council on 
Interchange of Preachers and Speakers 
Between the Churches of Great Britain 
and America” has also been promoting 
an interchange between the pastors and 
churches of the different countries, in or- 
der that the pastors of one country 
might be privileged to interpret the life 
and ideals of their country from the 
Christian point of view to the people of 
their sister countries. These movements 
have effected an interchange of teachers 
and professors and ministers between 
the countries of Canada, England, Scot- 
land, Ireland, Wales, Australia, New 
Zealand, and the United States. 

It was my privilege, along with thir- 
teen other pastors, from different parts 
of America, to spend my vacation the 
past summer preaching in some of the 
old historic churches of Europe under 
the direction of The Council on Inter- 
change. A similar number of ministers 
from England and Scotland likewise 
preached in the churches of the principal 
cities of America. 

I had spent a year in Europe as a stu- 
dent before the war taking graduate 
study in the University of Edinburgh, 
Scotland, and doing social] research work 
in England, Scotland, France, Switzer- 
land, and Italy. Hence the experience of 
adapting myself to the customs of for- 
eign countries was in no way difficult, for 
in the year of residence abroad I had 
learned the customs of travel, etc., and 
how to translate prices and values and 
to use foreign money with comparative 
ease. The fact that my ancestors on my 
mother’s side came from Scotland, Hol- 
land, and Wales, and on my father’s side 
from Germany and England, I have al- 
ways had an interest in European life 
and customs. But every one of us can 
trace our lineage back to the countries 
of the old world. 

The fact of our lineage should give 
every person of us deep interest in in- 
ternational friendship. But the thing 
that alone can give us a passion for in- 
ternational good will, international 
friendship, and international peace is 
faith in and love for “The Prince of 
Peace,” Jesus Christ, who gave human- 
ity a world religion and who is seeking 
to give humanity a world-wide peace— 
universal, unbroken, and unbreakable 
peace. (To be continued) 
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The Stewardship of a Life 


By Miss Marguerite Youmans 

he “Is it not lawful for me to do 

what I will with my own?” argument 
of the good steward has been carried 
down to present-day rationalism, re- 
clothed in similar words, “Do I not have 
my own life to live?” Many of the 
present-day youth seek an honest an- 
swer to this query. They sincerely de- 
sire to fashion a worthy structure “un- 
to Him”. They gratefully acknowledge 
that each one is the product of divine 
creation and surrounded by a spiritual 
environment, the ‘resources for develop- 
ment. 

But many never get any further be- 
cause they have no challenge, and there 
has been a sad misinterpretation of 
a much-used word, “Stewardship”. Has 
stewardship ever been represented to 
these as a partnership with the Master, 
a mutual sharing of responsibilities as 
motivated by love and not duty and ob- 
ligation? 

“Christ has no hands but our hands to do 
his work today; 

He has no feet but our feet to lead men 
in his Way; 

He has no tongue but our tongues to tell 
men how he died; 

Christ has no help but our help to bring 
men to his side.” 

In such a partnerhip there is proper 
expenditure of the God-given resources, 
which in terms of a day’s division are 
work, recreation, and leisure—all pro- 
ducts of spiritual and material wealth. 
How prone we are to assort life into lit- 
tle packages labeled “spiritual” and 
“secular”. The good steward’s time, 
wherever spent, is a normal red-blooded 
man’s round of wholesome activity in 
advancing the Kingdom of Love. This 
was the prayer of one of the Master’s 
stewards: 


I thank thee, Lord, 
To win my bread, 

And that beyond my need is meat 
For friend unfed. 


for strength of arm 


I. thank thee much for bread to live; 
I thank thee more for bread to give. 


I thank thee, Lord, for snug thatched roof 
In cold and storm, 
And that beyond my need is room 
For friend forlorn. 
I thank thee much for place to rest 
But more for shelter for my guest. 


I thank thee, Lord, for lavish love 
On me bestowed, 

Enough to share with loveless folk 
To ease their load. 

Thy love to me I ill could spare, 

Yet dearer is thy love I share. 


Haverhill, Massachusetts. 
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Woman's Work 


Mrs. Emma S. Powers 
General Secretary-Treasurer 














The Biennial Meeting 
THE Biennial Meeting held in Dayton, 
Ohio, October 24, 25, and 26, was a 
meeting which has been pronounced the 
best ever held. The attendance was not 
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so large, but the program brought to the 
delegates and others much that was very 
helpful and inspiring. 

It was voted that a leaflet be printed 
containing the important items which 
the different conference boards and local 
societies need to know. 

The decision for the Thank Offering 
was that it should be used for the Frank- 
linton Dormitory and the Porto Rico Re- 
lief Fund. 

A vote was taken that for this year, 
life membership funds be used for either 
Franklinton Dormitory or the Mina 
Kitamura Home in Japan. Persons 
sending money for life memberships 
should state which place they desire the 
money used, 


Porto Rico 


HE following actions were taken by 

the Administrative Committee of the 
Federal Council of the Churches of 
Christ in America on September 28, 
1928: 


We are appalled at the continued re- 
ports from Christian workers in Porto 
Rico concerning the calamity which has 
wronght such widespread destruction 
and suffering among our fellow Ameri- 
cans in that beautiful island. Practical- 
ly half of the population, some 700,000, 
has been rendered homeless and with- 
out food. This is being followed by a 
most serious menace of disease and pes- 
tilence, altogether presenting a calamity 
beyond conception. The Evangelical 
churches have suffered with extreme se- 
verity with demolition of churches, 
schools, and hospitals throughout the 
whole island. 

We desire to express our sympathy 
and to extend directly to the people of 
Porto Rico, and especially to the Chris- 
tian community, our solicitude that im- 
mediate and effective measures of relief 
and reconstruction be carried out. 

We join our appeal with that of the 
Red Cross, the mission boards, and other 
agencies, that the American people re- 
spond most generously to the solicita- 
tions both for immediate relief and for 
the rehabilitation of property so wide- 
ly damaged and destroyed. 


Thank Offering 


HE supplies are ready and are being 

sent out as ordered. Please state in 
your order the number of each article 
needed, as it is a much more satisfying 
way. 

Mt. Vernon Conference Woman’s Board 
HE annual meeting was held at Mt. 
Pleasant, August 31. Mrs. Humph- 

rey, the president, presided and con- 

ducted the devotional service. A discus- 
sion of the year’s work followed and re- 
ports were given by the officers. 

The election of officers resulted as 
follows: President, Mrs. H. C. Sher- 
man; treasurer, Mrs. Viola I. Bone. The 
treasurer’s report showed that the board 
had reached the goal of $575 and had 
sent fifty dollars extra to home and for- 
eign missions, 

The young people of Coshocton pre- 
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sented a pageant which was interesting 
and helpful. 

Another meeting was held at Center- 
burg, October 13, at which time Rev. A. 
W. Sparks, Home Mission Secretary, 
gave an address. Rev. R. Anna Swet- 


land also brought a message. 





The General Convention 
and 
Stewardship and Promotion 


Warren H. Denison, Secretary 





From a Private Letter 


N.a recent letter, Mrs. H. G. Rowe, 
Huntington, Indiana, said so much in 

a few words that we take the liberty to 
quote: “Yes, I do believe in Christian 
stewardship. The need of the hour is a 
church membership with a determination 
to give God the first fruits of all time, 
energy, and money. And I am doing my 
best to train the Juniors of our church 
along that line. I began with our own 
boy, when he was old enough to ask for 
pennies to go to the store to buy candy. 
That surely is the time all parents should 
begin.” First fruits, Juniors, need of 
the hour, our own boy. Those are great 
words, and need to be strenuously urged. 


The General Board had two resigna- 
tions before it in its recent sitting: 
Rev. Stanley C. Harrell, Durham, 
North Carolina, from the Board of 
Evangelism and Life Service, and Rev. 
O. S. Thomas, D. D., Covington, Ohio, 
was elected to fill the vacancy; Mr. M. 
Orban, Jr., Whittier, California, from 
the Board of Christian Education, and 
Miss Helen R. Stearns, Dayton, Ohio, 
was elected to fill the vacancy. 


We are right in the midst of our 
Stewardshiup Period now. Each pastor, 
church, superintendent, teacher, and 
stewardship secretary should be using 
his best efforts to teach the stewardship 
message and principles. There should 
be such thorough instruction that the 
enrollment of stewards on December 9 
will be one of the great occasions of the 
year. 

General Convention Budget 

HE number of churches now starting 

on the General Convention Budget 
plan is rapidly increasing. This is the 
way it should be. The churches like it 
when they begin it. It is a sensible, 
Christian business method, and com- 
mends itself where some one does not 
stand in its way. It is high time for all 
churches to be using it. We would ex- 
press our hearty appreciation now to 
those churches that have adopted it and 
are remitting monthly their full amounts 
to meet their allotments. A number of 
churches are meeting their full allot- 






PRES PSI OSS Wanna 


Wh iad wil Er 


oil 


























ae ae a a a a 





io, 


ur 
or, 
nd 
ing 
nip 
auld 
the 


the 


ing 
get 
the 
; at 
le, 


not 
all 


to 
and 
nts 
of 
lot- 











pi a a <- AREE TSE™ SSIA SED FOS i A 


Fea esa 


f 
f 
3 
‘ 






ments. No church should be contented 
in doing less. Start now if you have 
not already started. Bear this in mind 
—that each church and _ organization 
shall say for itself what funds shall ap- 
ply on the General Convention Budget, 
but the funds that are desired to apply 
on the Budget should not be designated 
for any given purpose; just label them 
“General Convention Budget’, and the 
Convention Secretary will divide them 
according to the percentages directed by 
the General Convention. If each church 
will remit to the conference treasurer 
on the 15th of each month, and he, in 
turn, to the Convention Secretary’s office 
on the 20th, every time, it will work 


nicely. We thank you for every bit of 
co-operation in what we confidentially 
expect to be our greatest year yet. 





Church Extension 


and 


Home Missions 
A. W. Sparks, Secretary 





HE first monthly report of Miss Bes- 

sie Kniffen, our missionary to the In- 
dians, contains many interesting items 
regarding the work there. 


The Danville, Illinois, Christian 
Church in a business meeting Tuesday 
evening, October 30, voted to sell its 
present church property and relocate in 
another part of the city where there is 
a much larger opportunity for service. 
This church is at present located in the 
down-town section where it is crowded 
by other churches with much better 
equipment. Its members have practical- 
ly all moved into a residential section and 
they could not see the _ possibility of 
building a successful work where they 
are located. This decision to generate 
new life throughout the membership. A 
committee from the Central Illinois Con- 
ference with its field secretary, Rev. E. 
H. Rainey, and the Home Mission Sec- 
retary met with the membership to help 
them find an encouraging solution to 
their problem. 


The new Christian education plant of 
the Piqua, Ohio, Christian Church is tak- 
ing form and the work is progressing 
nicely under the leadership of the pas- 
tor, Rev. R. G. Clark. ; 


The Columbus, Ohio, Church, which we 
helped to support for several years un- 
til recently, has voted to unite with the 
Plymouth Congregational Church of that 
city. The Plymouth Church has also 
voted for the union and Dr. F. G. Coffin, 
President of The General Convention of 
the Christian Church, will be the pastor 
of the federated church. These two 
churches are located near each other and 
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can render a far larger service to the 
community united than they could sepa- 
rately. Details of the union are to be 
worked out unitedly. This is a further 
indication of the spirit of unity that is 
pervading the thinking of Christian lead- 
ers today. It is a popular movement and 
is gaining momentum in many commun- 
ities. It is a movement that denomina- 


tions as such must fairly consider and 
they must arrange their programs ac- 
cordingly. 





Foreign Missions 


Wilson P. Minton, Secretary 





HE terrible disaster in Porto Rico 

still claims our major interest. Our 
missionaries write that the more they 
get into the relief the more terrible the 
results of the storm seem to be. They 
are working almost night and day try- 
ing to help those who suffered so heav- 
ily from the storm. During the month of 
October we received largely from indi- 
vidual gifts, $901.33 for the Porto Rico 
Hurricane Fund. We _ will need five 
thousand dollars to put our buildings in- 
to shape again and to care for those of 
our own members who lost everything 
they had. Unless this money comes in 
aside from our regular giving, the regu- 
lar work of both Japan and Porto Rico 
will suffer. Surely the members of the 
Christian Church will respond to this 
great need at once. Many are respond- 
ing. Gifts have come in, ranging from 
one dollar to one hundred. But we must 
have more of these just as quickly as 
possible. The greater part of this fund 
should come in personal gifts above our 
regular giving, for it is an emergency. 
We shall need a large part of this fund 
very soon now, as the work of repair and 
relief must go on at once and cannot 
wait. 


Word from Mrs. Barrett and Miss 
Adams under date of October 24 indi- 
cates that the women of our churches 
have been responding remarkably well in 
sending boxes of clothing. Up to that 
date more than sixty boxes had been re- 
ceived, totaling considerably over two 
thousand garments; and they had just 
received a new consignment of perhaps 
fifty more boxes which had not been 
opened. They are working tirelessly in 
their effort to help these people, and 
they want to express their deep appre- 
ciation to all those who have helped so 
wonderfully in sending these boxes of 
clothing. We would like to publish the 
names of all those individuals and so- 
cieties sending either clothing or gifts, 
but space will not permit. The mission- 
aries are trying to send a _ note of 
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acknowledgment to those who sent cloth- 
ing and we will always acknowledge the 
receipt of money here. Please be sure 
to send all money gifts to the Foreign 
Mission office and all clothing to one of 
the missionaries in Porto Rico. And 
what you do, do quickly. 


T the recent annual meeting of the 

Foreign Mission Board we were com- 
pelled to cut our appropriations thirty 
thousand dollars below what the two 
missions estimated they would need to 
keep the work going the coming year 
even in a normal way. We wish our 
people would really think this through 
and realize what it means to send repre- 
sentatives to the foreign field and then 
tie their hands by lack of funds so they 
can do nothing. 





Christian Education 


W. A. Harper, General Secretary 





MANY churches have sent in splendid 

Rally Day offerings for Christian 
Education and quite a number of these 
plan to increase the contribution during 
the year through a definite share of the 
church benevolence budget. This is fine! 
Our Christian Education work through 
our Children’s Work, Young People’s 
Work, Leadership Training Administra- 
tion, and Colleges goes forward as rap- 
idly and as_ well as the gifts of the 
churches and interested individuals make 
possible. If your church is really inter- 
ested in the Christian Education of 
childhood and youth, and in the training 
of the future leadership of our churches, 
as every church must be, you will wish 
to make your Christian Education offer- 
ing as liberal as possible. 

Reminders are being mailed this week 
to the churches which have not responded 
with an offering. If such a reminder 
comes to you just after your offering has 
been sent in, will you kindly excuse it, 
for we did not have time to check you 
off the list before the letter was mailed. 
If the reminder comes to you because we 
have not heard from you, but you have 
a definite plan in your church for a con- 
tribution through the budget or in some 
other manner, will you not kindly notify 
Mr. Hermon Eldredge, C. P. A. Building, 
Dayton, Ohio, our Secretary of Adminis- 
tration? 

The Department of Christian Educa- 
tion is eager to serve our churches 
through the service of its workers in 
every way possible, and our office is 
maintained to give you information at 
your request. 

oO 


“Tt is said there is light even in dark- 
ness. Whether this be true or not, there 
is some good in the worst of men.” 
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The One Who Was Brave 

LTON TILTON is just the bravest boy 

you ever saw, mother,” said Winfred. 
“One day a big dog came along with his 
tongue hanging out, and we thought he 
was mad and scrambled over the fence; 
but Elton walked right along as calm as 
ever. He says he isn’t afraid of bears 
or tramps or anything. I wish I were 
as brave as Elton, but I’m afraid I never 
will be.” 


“I heard a story about two boys the 
other day,” said his mother, “and I 
thought one of them was very brave. 
They went to school together, and one 
day they thought it would be great fun 
to hide a frog in the teacher’s desk; 
but the frog tipped over an ink bottle 
and spoiled a number of examination 
papers and other things, and the teacher 
was very angry. He asked the guilty 
boy to own his fault like a man and take 
the punishment he deserved. He put him 
upon his honor, you see. Well, the older 
boy, who found the frog and first thought 
of the joke, sat still in his seat without 
a blush; but the little boy, though he 
trembled with fear, went to the desk be- 
fore the whole school and owned his fault. 
And he sat for an hour on the dunce’s 
stool, a target for fifty pair of eyes.” 

“O mother,” cried Winfred, “I was so 
ashamed! I’ll never do anything so mean 
again as long as I live. How did you 
know?” 


“I heard two boys talking about it as 
I rode in the car. I was proud of my 
boy, Winfred; and I pitied Elton Tilton’s 
mother, for I said to myself: ‘My boy 
was brave, but her boy was a coward’.” 

“Why, I never thought that was being 
brave!” said Winfred.—Youth’s Com- 
panion. 


Making Friends With the Little Woods 
People 

H-H-H!” warned Aunt Sue, pointing 

mysteriously. Up over the edge of a 
log whisked a little brown creature. 
When. it saw Jean and Jim, it stopped 
as short as if some one had pressed a 
button. Then it set up on its hind legs, 
flipped its tail, rubbed its nose absently, 
and stared. 

It had the beadiest black eyes and a 
pointed nose that made it look ridicu- 
lously inquisitive. It wasn’t much bigger 
than a full grown mouse, but it looked 
and acted like a wee squirrel. It wore a 
beautiful white vest and had black and 
white stripes on the back of its brown 
coat. And such a tail as it had. It was 
almost as long as the little chap him- 





self and was all fluffed up like a bottle 
brush. 

Jean and Jim had just come from the 
city to the woods, so they had never seen 
anything like this before. 

Suddenly Jim sneezed, ‘““Kerchew!” 


The little fellow leaped about six feet 
straight up into the air and with a loud 
chitter of fright scurried off into the 
bushes. 

“What was it?” asked Jim and Jean 
all in one breath. : 

“A chipmunk,” said Aunt Jane, “and 
just about the cunningest and friendli- 
est of all the little woods people, I think. 
When I was a little girl no bigger than 
you two, I saw my first chipmunks and 
promptly set about getting acquainted 
with them. 


“First I put some bread and crackers, 
broken into small bits, on some _ loose 
boards. Later on I put on some peanuts, 
but the chipmunks had never seen them 
before, and I actually had to teach them 
to like the new kind of nuts. 


“When they had got the habit of com- 
ing to my lunch counter regularly, I be- 
gan to stay near it. Each day I moved 
closer until I was at last standing be- 
side it. By that time they had grown 
so used to me that they paid no atten- 
tion to me. One day, however, I put 
the bread on my hand, and that was an- 
other matter! 

“Bobby—lI called him that because he 
had only half a tail—was the first to ap- 
pear. He saw what I had done and sat 
up to think things over, his little black 
eyes full of doubt and fear. I didn’t 
dare to move, so it seemed a long time 
before this look of distrust gave place 
to Bobby’s usual twinkles. He rubbed 
his nose, gave his tail a saucy flirt, and 
started towards me. 

“Then suddenly Bobby’s caution got 
the better of his appetite and we were 
back at the beginning—Bobby staring 
suspiciously and I not daring to move. 
How many times he did this I don’t re- 
member; but at last, step by step, every 
muscle tensed, ready for a backward 
spring, Bobby pulled himself to my hand, 
stretched his neck as far as he could, 
seized a piece of bread in his mouth, and 
was gone. 


“That was the beginning, of course. It 
took many patient hours, but before the 
summer was over Bobby grew absolutely 
fearless and at least a dozen other chip- 
munks were climbing into my lap and 
eating out of my hands.” 

“Didn’t they ever bite?” asked Jim. 





“Dear me, no!” exclaimed Aunt Sue. 
“Of course, I was careful never to try 
to hold them or pick them up against 
their will.” 

“Aunt Sue,” said Jean, “do you think 
that Jim and I could have some chip- 
munk pets?” 

“T am sure of it, if you can sit still and 
be patient. 

“We can! 
both declared. 

They could and they did! Before the 
summer was over they had chipmunks 
running up on their shoulders and into 
their pockets and one even used Jean’s 
big broad-rimmed hat for a race track. 
—Ruth A. Nicholas, in The Christian 
Sun. 


We can!” Jean and Jim 


The Maple-tree’s Visitor 
WHEW-WHEW-WHEW,” whistled the 
wind. 

The trees shook their leaves until 
whole handfuls fell to the ground. 

“Winter is coming,” sighed the birch. 
“We will be so lonesome. The _ birds 
have all flown away.” 

“The flowers have all gone, too,” sighed 
the elm, “and now our leaves are going. 
Soon we shall be all alone.” 

“My acorns have fallen,” moaned the 
oak-tree. “No birds, no flowers. How 
lonesome we shall be.” 

“Never mind,” said the maple, cheer- 
ily, “I think we shall have some visitors. 
Even if the robins and the bluebirds 
have gone, we will have some one, I am 
sure. And if we have no leaves we shall 
have icicles shining in the sun.” 

Just then a little squirrel ran up the 
trunk of the maple-tree. 

“Please may I make my home in this 
nice, deep hole?” he asked. 


“Certainly,” answered the 
“stay all winter if you wish.” 

So the squirrel ran up and down the 
trunk of the tree dropping in the nuts 
he found on the ground until at last he 
had his winter’s supply. Then he curled 
himself up comfortably in the warmest 
corner. 

“I told you we would have company,” 
said the maple. “Now I shall have some 
one to talk to all winter.” 

All through the winter the maple-tree 
watched over the little squirrel and rat- 
tled her branches, which was her way 
of talking to him. 

“You see,” she said to the other trees, 
“what one expects to have comes to pass. 
Next year if you expect company to 
spend the winter, I am sure some one 
will come.”—Exchange. 
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At the Board Meeting Banquet 


DEAR MR. EDITOR: 

I attended the banquet at the Y. M. C. 
A. given by the Christian churches of 
Dayton in honor of the various boards of 
the General Convention of the Christian 
Church, meeting here October, 1928, and 
I am pleased to say that it was all that 
it was intended to be, and more too. You 
were not forgotten, though sadly missed. 

It would be useless for me to under- 
take to describe the tables, the service, 
the decorations, the music, and the 
cheerful good fellowship of the two hun- 
dred and forty-two people who sat down 
to eat and to drink and to talk, all of 
them wearing smiles and speaking the 
language of Canaan. 

During the entire time of the banquet 
I lived in two periods—the past and the 
present. My memory went back to the 
time when there were giants in the land; 
when Elder N. Summerbell, and many 
others like him, stood as towering oaks 
in the ministerial forest of the Church. 
For a while I listened to their voice, 
was stirred by their eloquence, and 
moved by their earnestness; but quite 
suddenly I found myself in the midst of 
their successors, whose qualification and 
training preeminently fit them for the 
work in which they are engaged. I am 
quite convinced that the Christian 
Church has had at no time during the 
past as many men and women so well 
equipped, and so fully consecrated, for 
Kingdom work as now; and when I was 
introduced to the audience and asked to 
stand that they might see a relic of the 
past, I felt like a withered decaying sap- 
ling, while the tall pines were all about 
me, But I genuinely appreciated the 
kindly recognition of the “glad hand” 
given me by the audience. 

I find that it is not well to follow mem- 
ory too closely in its wayward wander- 
ings through the abandoned highways 
of life. 

I know— 

“That memory is the only friend 
That grief can call its own—” 
but its frankness in repeating the un- 
pleasant and disagreeable things, as well 
as the pleasant and agreeable, often 
makes it an uncomfortable friend with 
which to live. Memory may lead us far 
away from the beaten path of duty and 
makes it quite difficult, if not impossible, 
for us correctly to evaluate the ability 
and consecration of those with whom we 

live and labor. 

As I looked upon that group of young 
men and women and felt the thrill of 
their faith and hope, I said, Whatever 
may have been the faith, the hope, the 
consecration, the mental ability, and the 
spiritual fitness of the men and women 
of the past, they have all been eclipsed 
in the young life of the present. I no- 
ticed, however, that some of the would- 
be young men are developing the crown 
of glory, and others had cleared their 
domes for whatever might come. There 
is today an unwarranted criticism of the 
ministry, born of a backward look; it 
is tinctured with wormwood; it is colored 
with yellowness and betrays the source 
of unmitigated bile. It reveals a mental 
jaundice which discolors the eye and 
clouds the vision. The attitude of the 








present-day critic is that of looking back- 
ward. The procession has passed him. 
He does not see that this age is crowd- 
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Communications 


ed with unusual and difficult activities, 
abundant inventions, scientific discover- 
ies, and commercial and _ industrial as 
well as church problems, about which 
the ministry of the past knew nothing, 
but with which the present-day minis- 
ter must deal, and that the preacher of 
the day that is gone would be hopeless 
and helpless amidst the entangling per- 
plexities of both the state and the church 
of today. For myself I have lived my 
life and have done my work in what is 
now the past; and as I give place to 
those who come after me, I want to do 
it with unwavering confidence in their 
ability and devotion, and with full assur- 
ance that the work of the Kingdom will 
be better done by them than it has been 
by me. But this I desire, that the days 
that yet remain to me shall be wisely and 
well used to the limit of my strength and 
ability. 

“The bread that giveth strength I want to 
The ber ouwe that bids the thirsty live; 
I want to help the fainting day by day; 
I’m sure I shall not pass again this way. 


“I want to give the oil of joy for tears, 

The faith that conquers cruel doubts and 
fears; 

Beauty for ashes may I give alway; 

I’m sure I shall not pass again this way. 


“= want to give good measure running 


And into angry hearts I want to pour 
The answer soft that turneth wrath away; 
I’m sure I shall not pass again this way. 


“I want to give to others hope and faith; 
I want to do all the Master saith; 
I want to live from day to day; 
I’m sure I shall not pass again this way.” 
J. F. BURNETT. 
Dayton, Ohio. 


Our Principles Are Sufficient 


_ I have been interested in the editorials 
in The Herald in the past on different 
subjects, especially on the proposed un- 
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ion with the Congregational Church. I 
have wished that such a thing might 
happen, but I have failed to understand 


the basis of union. If it is the swallow- 
ing process that has been strongly hinted 
at by some of the writers in The Herald 
—the larger swallowing the smaller—I 
would not favor such union. If the 
Christians have a single item to surren- 
der, I fail to see it. All denominations 
claim to be Christian; then why should 
they hold fast to any prefix, such as Con- 
gregationalist, Methodist, Baptist, or 
other such names that are not Biblical? 
I think we have nothing to add or take 
from our Principles. 

At one time the Christians had a 
strong church at Marion, Indiana. It 
was independent of any conference. 
Some of our strongest men were em- 
ployed to preach for this congregation. 
Finally a Congregationalist minister was 
employed as pastor. He had influence 
over the trustees, causing them to deed 
the church property to the Congrega- 
tional Conference. This kind of union I 
don’t approve of. The union Christ 
prayed for was not for the union of sec- 
tarian denominations, but that all of the 
followers of Christ might be one as he 
and the Father were one. Yes, I am for 
union such as Christ prayed for; and I 
hope the time may speedily come when 
it shall be. 

DAVID ABBOTT. 

Portland, Oregon. 


Postscripts 
I couldn’t do without The Christian 
Missionary and The Herald of Gospel 
Liberty. I have taken both for thirty 
years and enjoy them so much. 
HATTIE F. SAVAGE. 
Lochaven, Norfolk, Virginia. 


We like The Herald under the present 
plan; and, as always, it is giving us 
splendid material. 

R. M. SEELY. 

St. Johnsville, New York. 


From the Field 


ILLINOIS 

Olney, October 22—We enjoyed a great 
day with the Newton Church last Sunday, 
it being our Rally Day and Harvest Home. 
Our goal was two hundred, but we passed 
the three hundred mark during the day. 
At the noon hour Pastor’ Bradbury 
brought fifty of his Olney folks and 
Brother Price brought some twenty-five 
of his Mt. Gilead folks. Brother Carter 
came over with a few of his Brockville 
folks. A fine delegation came from Hunt 
City and several came from Shiloh. The 
pastors and churches favored us with spe- 
cial numbers on the program in the after- 
noon. As far back as I can recollect, I 
do not recall such a great spirit of our 
whole conference to make special efforts 
for Rally Day as now. — Last Sunday 
Oak Grove, of which Brother Spencer 
is the pastor, was rallying its forces for 
two hundred. Next Sunday Pastor Spen- 
cer and his Trimble folks are staging a 
great Harvest Home and Rally Day. — 
Olney Church is making a great effort to 
put on an outstanding rally. Mt. Olive, 
Shiloh, Hidalgo, and others are making 
extra efforts. Each church school is to 
drop the Secretary of Sunday-schools, 
Brother John Spencer, a card telling the 
total on your Rally Day. Then we will 
publish the total of all. — Rev. S. Price, 





assisted by Miss Birdie Shultz song lead- 
er, is now engaged in special efforts with 
the Mt. Gilead Church. Miss Stultz is 
just from Lake Fork where she has been 
helping Brother Baughman ine special 
meetings. — Rev. S. Price reports a great 
opening at Sandy Creek the second Sun- 
day. This church has been without a 
pastor for several years, but it now looks 
like it was going to thrive. He will be- 
gin special meetings there in two weeks. 
— Brother Carter will begin revival at 
Brockville next Monday. — The young 
people of one of our groups will put on a 
great program at Rafgtown next Sunday 
in an effort to get that church started 
again. — Two churchesj of our conference, 
Dr. J. J. Douglass pastor, reached their 
financial goal or apportionment for the 
General Convention last year. Let every 
church of the conference do likewise this 
year. Each of them passed the two 
hundred dollar mark in benevolences. — 
Rev. Mrs. Nash is assisting Pastor Borah 
at his Sims Church. Elder A. H. Bennett 
is also there. — Rev. Levi Carter recently 
held a few days’ meeting with the Beth- 
saida Church.—Alvin O. Jacobs. 


Tuscola, October 24—The revival serv- 
ices at Lake Fork closed Sunday evening 
with a great crowd present. The attend- 
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ance was good all through the meeting, 
averaging 125 at all services. There 
were eighteen accessions. Two families 
of husbands and wives united the same 
evening. Miss Alberta Shultz was the 
song leader and did excellent work. Any 
church will do well to call her to assist. 
Her chorus singing and children’s stories 
are such as to create great interest among 
the young people and children. She went 


from Lake Fork to assist Rev. S. Price 
at Mt. Gilead Church, near Dundas, and 
from there to assist Rev. A. O. Jacobs 


at Pleasant View Church, my old charge 
of the last four years. — We are hoping 
to be assisted here at Tuscola by Rev. 
Mrs. C. E. Nash, of St. Louis, .Missouri, 
who is a very able evangelist. We want 
the meeting about the first of February. 
She is expecting to hold a meeting at 
Pierson, Illinois, the last of January. — 
We are very well pleased with the loca- 
tion of our work this year, not having 
to traved so far as heretofore. The op- 
portunity to work is such that one’s time 
is all employed in pastoral work. — We 
were at U. C. Chapel Sunday afternoon, 
October 14, to assist in installing Pastor 
Clarence Bennett and ordaining a deacon- 
ess, Mrs. Maud Earhardt. — On Sunday 
afternoon, October 21, we gave an ad- 
dress at Arthur Church at its rally serv- 
ice. Rev. Eugene Rainey is acting as pas- 
tor there.—John Baughman, Pastor. 


INDIANA 
Muncie, October 24—Ministers and lay- 
men numbering more than one hundred 


and twenty-five attended the annual con- 
ference on evangelism of the Eastern 
Indiana Conference held at the First 
Christian Church yesterday. The confer- 
ence opened at nine o'clock, continued 
through the lunch hour, when four-min- 
ute talks were delivered by speakers, and 
concluded at four o’clock. The commit- 


tee in charge of the conference included 
Rev. A. E. Cortner, the conference sec- 
retary of evangelism, Rev. S. M. Wood, 


and Rev. D. C. Metsker. Brother Metsker 
opened the morning session with devo- 
tionals, Brother Wood presiding. “Evan- 
gelism for the Times” was the theme fol- 
lowed by the speakers throughout the 
conference. The pastor of the entertain- 
ing church, Rev. W. J. Young, addressed 
the conference on the program for the 
year, and Rev. A. E. Cortner spoke upon 
“Our Conference Evangelistic Objectives”. 
Methods of adapting evangelism to the 
needs of the modern church were dis- 


cussed. Ten-minute talks were made by 
Revs. C. B. Lusk, R. L. Yessler, M. C. 
Wisely, Zelma Mills, John A. Watson, 
Bertha Driver, and WN. H. Thornburg. 


These talks covered the work of evangel- 
ism from preparations for the work to 
the establishing and holding of converts, 
each speaker taking as his subject a dif- 
ferent problem. Rev. Ross Ferner ad- 
dressed the conference on “Bible School 
Evangelism” and Rev. N. H. Nall, of 
Portland, talked on increasing and hold- 
ing attendance. Brother Cortner pre- 
sided at the lunch hour when a number of 
talks were also given. Brother Metsker 
presided at the afternoon session which 
opened with devotions by Rev. E. O. 
Brown. Ten-minute talks were made by 
Revs. S. M. Wood, Warren Wall, and R. 
P. Arrick. “Effective Group Evangelism” 
was discussed by Revs. J. C. Francis, 
Ruby Thornburg, and A. E. Gilmore. 
“Precautions in Our Work of Evangelism” 
was the title of an address by Rev. H. H. 
Short. “Keeping the Church Vitally 
Spiritual” was the subject of a discus- 
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sion led by William Rockhill during the 
laymen’s hour.—Correspondent. 


New Carlisle, October 23—Olive Chapel, 
Eel River Conference, is still carrying 
on. Since the last report, Children’s Day 
went over the best ever. Our young peo- 
ple have been represented in a number of 
conventions and the Young People’s Con- 
Some of them have been getting 

— Mrs. M. G. Collins, the wid- 
ow of the late Rev. M. G. Collins, spent 
some weeks visiting in this vicinity in 
the summer, but is now living with her 
daughter, Dr. Louisa Collins, in Evans- 
ton, Illinois. She is in poor health, due 
to a slight stroke of paralysis. Dr. Lou- 
isa visited here a few days ago. — This 
church was well represented at the con- 
ference session at Winona Lake. — A 
few weeks ago a number went from here 
to Pullman, Michigan, on Sunday to visit 
with the church there and its respected 
pastor, Rev. Samuel Frantz. They report 
a fine time. — On October 14, our Rally 
Day, Harvest Festival, and Home-coming 


gress. 
married. 


went over fine. A happy surprise was 
RG C0624 :AAN 





CHARITY THINKETH NO EVIL 


H, be not the first to discover 

A flaw in the fame of a friend, 
A fault in the faith of a brother, 

Whose heart may be true to the end; 
A hint or a nod may awaken 

Suspicion most false and undue, 
And thus our belief may be shaken 

In those who are honest and true. 


We none of us know one another, 
And oft into error we fall, 

Then let us speak well of our brother; 
Or not to speak of him at all. 


How often the sigh of dejection 
Is heaved from the hypocrite’s breast, 
To parody truth and affection 
Or lull a suspicion to rest; 
And often the light smile of gladness 
Is worn by the friends that we meet 
To cover a soul full of sadness, 
Too proud to acknowledge defeat. 


Leave base minds to harbor suspicion 
And low ones to trace our defects; 
Let ours be the noble ambition, 
For base is the mind that suspects, 
For often the friends we hold dearest 
Their noblest emotion conceal, 
For bosoms the purest, sincerest, 
Have thoughts they can never reveal. 
—Industrial Peace. 
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Mrs. O. P. Miller, the wid- 
O. P. Miller, with 
her son, Mr. Ed. Miller, her granddaugh- 
ter, Miss Addie Miller, and Mrs. Lou 
Cass, of Cassopolis, Michigan, dropped 
into the service. Those who knew them 
were greatly rejoiced to see them. — 
Special evangelistic meetings are planned 
to begin November 20 with Rev. J. W. 
Yantis as the evangelist. Brother Yan- 
tis is well known here and well liked, 
and we are anticipating a splendid meet- 


sprung when 
ow of the late Rev. 


ing. Olive Chapel is a busy, wide-awake 
church, so we look forward to a fine 
group of converts this winter. Brethren, 


please pray for her success in her ef- 
forts at soul winning. Will you?—L. D. 
Holaday, Pastor. 


Portland, October 22—The Young Peo- 
ple’s Congress of Portland District, East- 
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ern Indiana Conference, was held at the 
Salamonia Christian Church near Port- 
land on Sunday, October 14, both after- 
noon and evening. The genéral theme of 
the meeting was “Broadening Out”, this 
theme being carried throughout the pro- 
gram. Three young people from the Port- 
land Christian Church had charge of the 
devotions, using the text, “Where there 
is no vision the people perish.” Short 
talks were given by Mabel Haines of the 
Salamonia Church, Earl Dudley, and 
Homer Lester. Mr. Lester explained 
about our goals for the coming year. He 
took the pledges from the _ different 
churches toward the Congress mission 
goal. Portland District is coming along 
fine in its pledges, one hundred and 
twelve dollars having been pledged thus 
far. We are planning to reach our goal 
and make Portland District a “Cross and 
Crown District”. — Rev. A. E. Cortner 
gave the afternoon address, which was 
also in keeping with the theme. Broth- 
er Cortner is the one who helped to start 
our Young People’s Congress. — In the 
evening session there was a short talk by 
William Stillebarger, from Beaver Chap- 
el Church. The main talk was given by 


Miss Margaret Holdren, of the Wabash 
Church, who told about her tour in Eu- 
rope this last summer. — Our meeting 


was well attended and a good program 
was furnished for both sessions. Port- 
land District is going to be a winning 
district.—Mabel E. Haines, Secretary- 
Treasurer. 

NEW YORK 


South Berne, October 24—The Christian 
Churches of the New York Eastern Con- 
ference met at South Berne, October 18, 


with a record attendance. Delegates 
were present from Albany, Alcove, 
Charleston, East Cobleskill, Freehold, 


Medway, Ravena, Stanfordville, and South 
Westerlo. The theme of the program 
was “Evangelism”. Following the ad- 
dresses of the afternoon, the pastor, Rev. 
W. C. McMichael, interviewed several 
people and seven gave their promise to 
unite with the church. Two pastors who 
have recently come into the conference, 
Revs. S. M. Lynam and Walter E. Crook, 
were on the program and were favorably 
received. During the afternoon Presi- 
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dent C. O. Brown received a telegram 
bearing fraternal greetings from a Con- 
gregational conference in session at New- 
burgh, New York. At the evening serv- 
ice the choir from the South Westerlo 
Church was present and delighted all 
with a program of song. — The South 
Berne people had worked hard to prepare 
for this gathering. The interior of the 
church has been tastefully redecorated 
and they are the happy possessors of a 
fine Steinway piano, a gift from _ the 
Spalding family of South Westerlo. A 
fine spirit of hospitality and good will 
pervaded the conference and all who at- 
tended left with a song in their hearts. 
—A Delegate. 


OHIO 


Westville, October 24—The annual Ral- 
ly and Home-coming Day of the Chris- 
tian Church was observed Sunday, Octo- 
ber 21. Both morning and _ afternoon 
services were largely attended. Dinner 
was served in the basement of the church. 
The people brought well-filled baskets, 
and after all had been served to their 
hearts’ delight, we are safe in saying that 
there were seven baskets full taken up or 
left, reminding us of the time when the 
Lord Jesus fed the multitudes. We had 
a splendid program and the services were 
inspiring. One of the speakers talked on 
“Loyalty to Clean Living”, and in this 
connection developed the idea of loyalty 
to the Constitution of the United States 
and to the Eighteenth Amendment. A 
number of young people came from other 
churches to help us in the song service. 
Of special interest was a song sung by 
two small girls entitled, “There Is Work 
to Do”. — The principal speaker of the 
afternoon was Rev. R. C. Ehrheart, neph- 
ew of the pastor of our church, and pas- 
tor of the First M. E. Church of Chester, 
West Virginia. His splendid message to 
the young people was made more inter- 
esting and _ effiective by illustrations 
which he drew as he talked. His talk 
was greatly appreciated. A sweet spirit 
of fellowship and unity was manifested 
throughout the day. — Our Sunday-school 
is a member of the local four-township 
Sunday-school association, to which twen- 
ty-five Sunday-schools belong. Conven- 
tions are held quarterly as well as annu- 
ally. Interest is growing, and we find 
that this association is a great benefit to 
our churches and Sunday-schools. The 
annual convention was held October 19, 
at which time we found it necessary to 
organize a young. people’s association 
with more than two hundred and fifty 
present. The general theme was “Loyal- 
ty’—loyalty to clean living, to the preach- 
ing service and to the church, to devo- 
tions and the public worship of God, to 
our Constitution and to the Eighteenth 
Amendment.—Joseph S. Ehrheart, Pastor. 


Northwestern Ohio Conference 


The ninety-first annual session of the 
Northwestern Ohio Christian Conference 
was entertained by the First Christian 
Church of Lima, Ohio, September 27-30, 
1928. The president, Dr. F. H. Peters, of 
Defiance, presided. The program was ar- 
ranged by the program committee—Dr. 
F. H. Peters; Rev. Hiley Baker, pastor of 
the local church; and Rev. John A. Al- 
bright, secretary of the conference. 

The Bible study period at the close of 
each session, conducted by Rev. J. C. De- 
Remer, of Britton, Michigan, was one of 
the outstanding features of the confer- 
His subjects were: “The Majesty 


ence, 
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of God’, “The Dominion of Man”, “The 
Conflict of Wills’, “The Pooling of Pow- 
er’, and “The Untried Truth”. 

The Thursday evening session was de- 
voted to the subject of “Christian Union”. 
Great addresses were given by Dr. E. S. 
Rothrock, superintedent of the Congre- 
gational Churches of Ohio; Dr. Arthur 
Folsom, pastor of the Plymouth Congre- 
gational Church of Ft. Wayne, Indiana; 
and Dr. F. G. Coffin, president of the Gen- 
eral Convention of the Christian Church. 

Other outstanding features of the con- 
ference were the addresses of Dr. F. G. 
Coffin and Home Mission Secretary Sparks 
on subjects related to our denominational 
life. : 

The session on Friday evening was pre- 
sided over by Mrs. Zora Albright, presi- 
dent of the woman’s mission board of the 
conference. The board was highly elated 
over the fact that the women had gone 
beyond their goal of seven hundred dol- 
lars, the first time in their history. The 
Blanchard society was the banner society, 
its thirteen members having raised one 
hundred thirty-five dollars. 

The special feature on Saturday eve- 
ning was the meeting of the Young Peo- 
ple’s Congress, when its president, Miss 
Zalia Harbaugh, presided. A Declama- 
tion Contest on Evangelism and Life 
Service was held in which there were two 
contestants. Miss Blanch Cole, of the 
Blanchard Church, was awarded the sil- 
ver loving cup. 

The conference passed resolutions com- 
mending the editor of The Herald of Gos- 
pel Liberty for his stand on the temper- 
ance issue and also resolutions calling 
our people to stand by the provisions of 
the Eighteenth Amendment. The report 
of the committee on the proposed union 
of the Congregational and Christian 
churches was unanimously adopted. 

Rev. George E. Dumm, a member of the 
Lima Christian Church, was ordained to 
the gospel ministry at the Sunday after- 
noon session. 

The conference closed on Sunday eve- 
ning with a pageant, “The Quest of Child- 
hood”, given by the primary and elemen- 
tary divisions of the Spencerville Chris- 
tian Sunday-school. 


It was a fine session of conference, and 
all left inspired to greater service for the 
coming year. 


John A. Albright, Secretary. 
Spencerville, Ohio. 


The Old People 


OMEWHERE before us all runs an 
invisible line across the pathway be- 
yond which is old age. The line is not 
where it used to be. We set it forward 
with the passing years. How kind that 
it retires at our approach and leaves us 
with the pleasing fancy that we are still 
young, 

But there are old people among us. 
The dread condition, if it must be so re- 
garded, has come upon them and we look 
upon their whitened heads and matured 
faces with a feeling of tender regard. 
Next to reverence for God is respect for 
the aged. 

It means something to have gone 
around the complete circle of life and to 
come again to the simplicity and trust- 
fulness of childhood. 
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The Farm Mother 
to Her Son at College 


This Farm Mother’s Letters to her 
boy have set people talking and 
thinking all over the land. She is 
a college graduate; he is in college 
now; those who read her Letters 
last winter are calling for more of 
them. So they are continuing this 
winter, exclusively in the Times, 
They are real, wholesome, Chris- 
tian; the topics are practical. 


Can We Trust the Old 


Testament ? 


Scholarly critics have torn the Old 
Testament to pieces. They say its 
history is fable, its God immoral. A 
brilliant Bible teacher faces these 
criticisms, answers them with true 
scholarship, and shows why all the 
Old Testament is as miraculously 
infallible as the New. 


Are Infants Saved? 


Mere opinion is not of much value 
or comfort when considering the 
salvation of those dying in infancy. 
Only the sure Rock of the Word of 
God can give assurance here. What 
does the Bible teach? A remark- 
able series of satisfying answers is 
appearing exclusively in the Times 
by Dr. Lewis Sperry Chafer, Presi- 
dent of the Evangelical Theological 
College; Professor Caspar Wistar 
Hodge, Princeton Theological Semi- 
nary; Dr. James M. Gray, Moody 
Bible Institute; Dr. A. C. Gaebelein; 
W. W. Rugh, Bible Institute of 
Pennsylvania; Dr. William L. Pet- 
tingill. 


Che Smday School Tine; 


(published every week) 


is publishing unusual features of this sort 
every week. It gives up-to-the-minute news 
of discoveries in Bible lands, sane study of 
Bible prophecy, efticient methods of church 
and Sunday-school work, discriminating 
book reviews, girls’ problems discussed by 
“Mother Ruth,” and a dozen rich helps on 
the International Sunday-school Lessons. 

Subscription rate, $2 a year, or $1.50 in 
clubs of five or more copies, either to sepa- 
rate addresses or to one address. 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 
ANY 252 


MP: 
Box 1550, Philadelphia, Pa. 








For the 25 cents enclosed please send 
The Sunday School Times for 10 weeks to 
DMMMMET 32. 3s painted a Wea ga cuore dace oat ede dees 
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Some who started with these vener- 
able pilgrims accomplished their short 
stage or two of the circuit, and dropped 
down weary by the way. The survivors 
gain our respect because they are sur- 
vivors. Their hearts are freighted with 
the experiences of joy and sorrow 
through which they have come. 


Long life is one of God’s promises and 
one mark of his favor. We can only 
wonder at the special favors which have 
kept these soldiers returned from the 
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fatalities in life’s battles and rescued 
these voyagers around life’s little world. 

We are glad they are here. Their 
presence invests life and living with a 
holier sanctity and a larger meaning. It 
is infinitely more important to us to live 
well now if we are going to live thus 
long. 

They are not in the way. The cosiest 
corner in the family circle is theirs, free 
from invasion by childish forgetfulness 
or adult selfishness. The easiest chair, 
the downiest couch, and the most wel- 
come bed belong to them. Kind hands 
will open the door for their going and 
coming, and gentle help shall they have 
up and down the stairs. They must not 
be left out in the confidences and pleas- 
ures of the home life. To count them out 
is to wound them. Extra dishes will we 
bring to tempt their taste and as they 
are our children now we will forget our- 
selves in serving them. 

No, they are not in the way. A better 
title is theirs than ours to every comfort, 
for their title is older. The dew of many 
summers is on their brows. They carry 
the ripened years in their hearts. They 
are history and hope to us. We are much 
nearer heaven as we walk by their side, 
for the gate is not far ahead. As angels 
in our homes and benedictions to our 
hearts, may the Lord leave them with us 
as long as he is willing to spare them 
from heaven.—Selected. 


Girls Are Wage Earners the World 
Over 

F a country’s resources lie in agricul- 

ture, the making of silks, or the salt- 
ing of fish, there are among the workers 
a large preponderance of girls, working 
in many instances in many countries un- 
der conditions that would not be tolerated 
in the United States, with no labor laws, 
no legalized length of working day, and 
no laws providing for buildings that are 
safeguarded from fire, or that are sani- 
tary. But they are good workers, faith- 
ful to their employers’ interests, and de- 
voted to the extreme of self-denial to the 
dependents in the home. If a picture of 
these girls were possible, it would be evi- 
dent that there are thousands the world 
over supporting relatives. 

The stenographers, private secreta- 
ries, bookkeepers, department heads, 
teachers specialized in this or that, who 
find the Young Women’s Christian Asso- 
ciation centers a pleasant convenience for 
meeting friends, for taking up special 
studies, for swimming, for gymnastics, 
and for cafeteria service, would be some- 
what surprised if they could be trans- 
ported to Iceland and listen to the large 
group of girls engaged in the cleaning 
and drying of fish for exporting. For 
their conversation, too, concerns the pro- 
grams of fun and study at the Y. W. C. 
A. While girls are employed in Iceland 
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as clerks and stenographers, a _ larger 
number earn a living in agricultural 
work and in the cleaning and drying of 
fish. The Association in Reykjavik, Ice- 
land, is the most northern in the world, 
so far remote from all of us that it is of 
unusual interest to learn that the women 
there have the same political rights as 
the men, the same legal right as men to 
fill municipal and state offices. In cele- 
bration of this they save money all the 
year which is donated on June 19, the 
anniversary of their political freedom, to 
a hospital in Reykjavik, which, when 
completed, will be the largest in Iceland. 

In China and Japan girls work in the 
silk mills, children being in special de- 
mand because the softness of their hands 
makes them better fitted for the job. 
Softness of hands is not an asset in Ice- 
land, in the agricultural pursuits of Lat- 
via, in Jamaica, in a half dozen other 
countries where this is the only occupa- 
tion open to girls. In some countries, 
notably Jamaica, there are no schools 
teaching this branch of industry, a lack 
which caused the Young Women’s Chris- 
tian Association to put the best farming 
methods on its course of study, an exper- 
iment which is proving itself worth while. 

In the Baltic States girls do the cross- 
stitching and embroidery for which the 
country is famed with few markets for 
selling it. That all who work for a liv- 
ing appreciate the needs of girls who lack 
opportunity for making money is evi- 
denced in the making of markets for the 
handwork of the less fortunate. For in- 
stance; girls in Seattle sell through the 
Association the handwork of girls in 
China and Japan. The need of employ- 
ment, the desire for a better training for 
the better job—these are little links that 
are drawing together in bonds of sympa- 
thy the girls of the entire world, whether 
the job be salting or sewing a silken 
seam. 


About Folks and Things 


(Continued from page two) 


C. P. A. Building, Dayton, Ohio, was 
elected president, and Mrs. Ernest Tre- 
ber, Pleasant Hill, Ohio, secretary. The 
intention is to seek present fellowship 
through correspondence, and plan for a 
real rally during the next General Con- 
vention. 

Ministers and laymen numbering more 
than one hundred twenty-five attended 
the annual conference on evangelism of 
the Eastern Indiana Conference held at 
Muncie First Church, on Tuesday, Oc- 
tober 23. A thoroughly planned and 
comprehensive program on evangelism 
was carried out in a most effective and 
helpful manner, following the theme 
“Evangelism for the Times.” We are 
very sure that just such constructive 
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“GOOD NEWS” — “PASS IT ON” 


ENLIST TODAY FOR 
Daily Devotional Bible Reading 
Following the Topic Plan 
Three Year Course Now Ready. 
First Year Readings—Ten Cents 
Three Booklets for Twenty-five Cents 

First year, A-Topic-A-Day, three hundred 
and sixty-five readings from the New 
Testament, 

Second year, Life’s First Essentials, three 
hundred and sixty-five topics from the 
entire Bible. 

Third year, “Follow Me,” three hundred 
and sixty-five topics from the life of 
Christ. 

—- your church and community in 
this 
“GOSPEL SEED-SOWING” CAMPAIGN 
Georce F. Tissits, FOUNDER AND DIRECTOR 
GOSPEL VOLUNTEERS OF THE WORLD 
American Headquarters 
Cliffside Park, Cornwall-on-Hudson, 
New York 





Earn a Trip to Europe 
37 Day All Expense Tour $295. Or Holy 
Land 57 days, $495. Organizers wanted 
to earn trip. 
CHURCH TRAVEL CLUB, 
154 Boylston, Boston 











CHRISTIAN 
5,000 Workers WANTED 
to sell Bibles, Testaments, good books and hand- 
some velvet Scripture mottoes. Good commis- 
sion, Send for free catalogue and price-list. 
GEORGE W. NOBLE, Publisher 


Dept. 9 R, Monon Bldg. Chicago, IL 














meetings as this are what we need to 
help us face as we should the many and 
varied problems of our local and denomi- 
national church work. The Eastern In- 
diana Conference has been doing some 
excellent work along this line for some 
years. The conference just held was un- 
der the direction of the Committee on 
Evangelism, composed of Rev. A. E. 
Cortner, Secretary, Rev. S. M. Woods, 
and Rev. D. G. Metsker. Rev. W. J. 
Young is pastor of Muncie First Church 
which was host to the conference. 


In an effort to be of service to our 
churches, and to link them more closely 
to itself, Defiance College is sending out 
a group of five this year which is doing 
effective and much appreciated work. 
The programs are distinctly of a religious 
type, and are suitable for church serv- 
ices. They consist of special musical num- 
bers and two addresses, one on Religious 
Education and the other on Defiance 
College. This group will give its program 
on Saturday evening, Sunday morning, 
afternoon or evening, for entertainment 
for the group and an offering. Churches 
more than seventy-five miles distant 
from the college should arrange with 
other churches for a series of services 
covering the entire week-end, so that the 
group might reach as many churches as 
possible in a given territory. Churches 
interested in this work should corres- 
pond with Professor Lelan McReynolds, 
at Defiance, Ohio. 
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Square Folding 
Sunday School Class Table 


Design Patent Applied For 


EASILY PORTABLE, WEIGHT UNCRATED 60 LBS. 


The Most Practical Class Table Ever Put on the Market 







No. 18 


40x54 inches—with one side open—23%x24 
inches, the top 15 inches wide on two sides, 
and 21 inches wide in front with large drawer 
17x23 inches. Made in 26-inch height only. 


The top is made of Three Ply Veneered Oak built up—in golden 
finish. The legs are unusually strong, being held in place when open 
or closed by strong ash spring. Each leg folds into the recess of the 
table. The oak sides of the table are extended so as to come up flush 
with the Veneered Top thus protecting the edges of the Veneered Top. 
Price, $22.00. Delivery extra 


THE CHRISTIAN PUBLISHING 
ASSOCIATION 
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CHRISTMAS MUSIC 


FOR THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL 
Outfit of samples sent on 10 days’ approval if you clip 
this ad and send 10c in stamps. Carols, services, sacred 
cantatas, Santa cantata, pageants, song and story pro- 
gram, and recitation book make selection by committee 


LORENZ PUBLISHING CO. 


Dayton, Ohio; New York (70 E. 45th St.); 
Chicago (218 S. Wabash Ave.) 











It is a Christian duty to try to see the 
best in the position of those from whom 
we differ most. Until we are absolutely 
driven to do otherwise, we are called to 
put the best possible construction on an- 
other’s acts. This is true in international 
relations as well as in personal ones. 

It is a Christian duty to face all the 
facts in any situation, and the refusal 
to look at one set of facts because it is 
contrary to one’s own view is liable to 
lead to grave consequences. In times of 
tense feeling neither side is commonly 
prepared to face all the facts, and thus 
differences are exaggerated and recon- 
ciliation becomes difficult. The Church 
should be a place where all the facts can 
be faced, and Christians should be par- 
ticularly careful not to close their eyes to 
“unpleasant facts.”—H. T. Hodgkin. 

o 


The seas have a message from God, 
if we have ears to hear them. The 
storms that beat upon them teach les- 
sons of trust and courage. Their vast- 
ness teaches the vastness of God, and of 
his truth. Their moods speak of the 
strangeness of Providence, where sun- 
shine and darkness mingle to produce 
pictures of wondrous beauty. Their quiet 
preaches the gospel of a peace which 
holds in quietness and joy the troubled 
heart.—Methodist Protestant. 








Official Information 


MINISTERS’ NEW ADDRESSES 


O. B. Whitaker, New Smyrna, Florida. 

B. J. Earp, Harrisonburg, Virginia. 

Edgar Warren, Hampton, New Hampshire. 

Bert Page, West Manchester, Ohio. 

M. E. Prissley, 710 N. Dill St., Munele, Indiana. 

Paul L. Piersall, R. R. 2, Box 57, Palestine, Illi- 
nois. 

E. A. Watkins, Merom, Indiana. 

W. T. Scott, 312 Edgar Ave., Dayton, Ohio. 

Robert Karn, Room 108, Gates Hall, University of 
Chicago, Chicago, Illinois. 

R. W. Page, Haubstadt, Indiana. 

J. H. Dollar, Roanoke, Alabama. 








PASTOR WANTED 


The Young America Christian Church is with- 
out a pastor and would like to confer with some 
pastor or student pastor who would like to have 
half-time service in this locality. Address com- 
munications to Miss Marion Moore, R. R. 
Galveston, Indiana. 





After November 4 the church at Britton will be 
without a pastor, Rev. J. C. DeRemer having re- 
signed to take up work elsewhere. 

We are desirous of securing the service of some 
good man soon. AI] communieations should be 
addressed to Joseph Wiggins, Britton, Michigan. 





CHURCH WANTED 
I would like to correspond with any church in 
need of a pastor. Have had seven years’ pas. 
toral experience. 


J. R. Wicarns. 
Stouts, Ohio. _ 








Churches Everywhere Make Money With the Messenger 


Scripture Text Calendar 
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Easily Sold 


Because—it is a highly artistic production—the most 
complete sacred calendar published. 

Every head of a home, every member of a family 
recognizes the importance of a daily Christian in- 
fluence in the home such as the Messenger Scripture 
Text Calendar imparts. 

It includes scriptural quotations for each day and 
Sunday-school references for each week. 

The public in general, introduced to Messenger 
Scripture Text Calendars through national advertis- 
ing in leading magazines, has learned to recognize 
the Messenger copyright as the symbol, not only of 
the finest type of sacred calendar but also as the 
most useful and practical of any calendar for the 


home. ne 
Earnings Unlimited! 

$25 to $500 quickly raised in a dignified and 
ethical manner for yourself or Church. 

Not only earning, but spreading the Gospel in a 
truly Christian way. No influence in a home could 
do more for the Kingdom of God than one of these 
Messenger Scripture Text Calendars, a constant re- 
minder, a constant inspiration. 

Selling Plans Furnished 

We tell you how to make sales—how to reach 
every home in your community with this beautiful 
calendar and at the same time earn a substantial 
profit. We furnish plans for the Sunday-school 
Class, Ladies’ Aid, Young People’s Society, as well 
as other organizations or individuals. 


Start At Once! 


The demand for Scripture Text Calendars is con- 
stantly increasing which makes it imperative that 
you place your order early to insure getting the 
quantity you will require. Your best sales will be 
made before Christmas so estimate your needs and 
ORDER NOW. 


Appropriate Christmas Gift 
What would be more appreciated as a Christmas 
remembrance than a M r Scripture Text Cal- 
endar—a collection of World’s famous Sacred paint- 
ings as well as a religious calendar that will be en- 
joyed for a full 365 days? 


Special Prices to Churches and Agents 


Profits are easily earned with these greatly im- 
proved Scripture Text Calendars which practically 


sell on sight. 
Cost Sell For Profit 
$30.00 $13.00 
60.00 28.00 
75.00 35.00 
90.00 45.00 


Prices slightly higher in Canada. 
Small quantities may be purchased for gift purposes: 
Single copies, 30c; 5, $1.40; 12, $3.00; 25, $5.75; 
50, $9:00. Prices slightly higher in Canada. 
The Christian Publishing Association 
219 S. Ludlow Street Dayton, Ohio 


Use This Coupon — ORDER NOW 


Gentlemen: 
Kindly ship at once Scripture Text Art 
Calendars. Enclosed please find remittance in 











Church Officer 
Terms: Cash with order unless signed by C. 
Officer. 
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Dr. Kerr at His Desk 
‘“He, being dead, yet speaketh.”’ 
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About Folks and Things 


It is only natural that the brotherhood 
should be wondering what arrangements 
are to be made for the editing of The 
Herald following the recent death of Dr. 
Kerr. It will be remembered that the 
General Board a year ago appointed a 
Merger Committee to work out the de- 
tails of the merged publications begin- 
ning last January. At the recent meet- 
ing of the General Board this committee 
was continued with power, to make any 
necessary readjustments incident to the 
illness of Dr. Kerr. This involved 
among other things the signing of a 
printing contract with The Christian 
Publishing Association for the printing 
of The Herald, the Merger Committee to 
take over the management of the same 
including the circulation department. 
Mr. Hermon Eldredge was elected Man- 
aging Editor, to be assisted by Dr. Min- 
ton and Dr. Harper as associates, Dr. 
Kerr to continue as Editor, but with less 
exacting responsibility. This arrange- 
ment was to have become effective Jan- 
uary first, but because of the death of 
Dr. Kerr the special committee is to be- 
gin its work immediately after the De- 
cember Magazine number comes from the 
press, it being understood, however, that 
the cost of publication for the December 
issues shall be borne as heretofore. 

In the meantime temporary arrange- 
ments have been made and it is expected 
that The Herald will continue to appear 
on schedule. Miss Genoa M. Wheatley, 
who has for so long been Editorial As- 
sistant to Dr. Kerr, and who has, dur- 
ing the past few months especially, car- 
ried such a tremendous responsibility in 
assuming the practical direction of the 
publication, has been compelled, under 
doctor’s orders, to get away for a few 
weeks’ rest. Dr. Minton has been asked 
to assume responsibility for the five is- 
sues concluding with the December mag- 
azine number. It is sincerely hoped 
that Miss Wheatley will be able to re- 
turn to her regular duties after a few 
weeks of rest and that she will be able 
to continue the splendid work she has 
been doing. Few of our Herald readers 
can realize what a heavy load she has 
been carrying, and few know of the fine 
spirit she has shown through it all. Hers 
has been a real mission for which every 
Herald reader owes her a debt of grati- 
tude. More details of the new plan will 
come later. May we ask that in this 
transition period and as the Herald 
Committee begins its work the whole 
church may stand back of these servants 
who are willing to give their best to the 
cause. Every pastor should feel that 
this is the time of all times to push for 
Herald subscriptions. Let us catch the 
spirit of Dr. Kerr; let us catch the mes- 


sage he would have us catch from his 
dying lips and “Carry on” in the work 
he so dearly loved. 


We hope all our people, young and old, 
will be sure to read “A Story of a Hero”. 
by Mrs. Bullock on The Boys’ and Girls’ 
Page. 

Dr. E. C. Fry is spending part of this 
week and over the coming Sunday at De- 
fiance College where he is giving several 
addresses. 


Mrs. May Best Tayler, a prominent 
worker in our Albany, N. Y., Church, 
has become office secretary for Conven- 
tion Secretary Denison and she receives 
a hearty welcome from our headquar- 
ters’ staff. 


On September 30, Mrs. Howsare sup- 
plied the pulpit at Murlin Heights, while 
Dr. Howsare conducted the service at 
her church at Russellville, where Mr. 
Robert Crabbe and Mr. S. I. Meranda 
were ordained deacons, Rev. A. G. Bag- 
by, a former pasto?, assisting. 


Home Mission Secretary Sparks left 
last week for New York City to attend 
the Conference on Annuities. He preached 
last Sunday for Rev. H. M. Hainer at 
New Bedford, Mass., and is this week at- 
tending the annual meeting of the World 
Alliance for International Friendship 
Through the Churches, which is also held 
in New York. 


Rev. Clark A. Denison has just closed 
a successful series of meetings in the 
Crown Point, Dayton, Church. Mr. Den- 
ison conducted his own meeting. The 
church was helped much by the service 
and eight were added to its membership. 
He held a peace contest last Sunday 
which indicates the way he keeps abreast 
of the best things in all church life. 

The Christian Vanguard, published by 
our Canadian brethren, carries some un- 
usually interesting material in its issue 
of October 15. Among other things it 
reports the celebration by the Keswick 
Church of its one hundred seventh birth- 
day on October 14 with appropriate 
services. Rev. C. E. Fockler is the pas- 
tor. We extend hearty congratulations. 
In this same issue there appears a sketch 
of Dr. Kerr also written by Brother 
Fockler, who is president of the Ontario 
Conference. 

May we urge again that you send in 
your personal gift for the Porto Rico 
Hurricane Fund. We must care for 
those of our own who lost everything 
they had in the recent terrible storm, 
and we must, too, repair our chapels and 
mission homes so the work can go on. 
And this must be done at once. Unless 
we can secure the funds needed for this 
relief and reconstruction work in addi- 
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tion to our regular giving for Foreign 
Missions the whole cause will have to 
suffer even greater loss. If every one 
will send a personal gift we can do it. 


Just as we go to press we read in one 
of the daily papers of the death of one 
of our oldest and best known women 
ministers, Rev. Mrs. R. Anna Swetland. 
The account states that she was found 
dead on the kitchen floor of her home 
at Sparta, near Mt. Gilead, Ohio. She 
had spent last week in Columbus, in the 
State meeting of the W. C. T. U. of 
which she was evangelistic superintend- 
ent. She was seventy-eight years old. 
Her departure will be mourned by a 
large number of our people who knew 
of her work and interest in the King- 
dom. 


We have just seen an interesting ac- 
count in a Columbus, Ohio, paper of the 
services held on Sunday, November 4, in 
recognition of the federation agreement 
recently entered into by the Plymouth 
Congregational and Christian churches 
of that city. Dr. B. F. Lamb addressed 
the joint congregation in the Plymouth 
Congregational Church and the two pas- 
tors, Dr. F. G. Coffin and Dr. Philip C. 
King, addressed the evening meeting at 
the Christian Church. We have asked 
Dr. Coffin to give us a fuller account of 
this most interesting and significant lo- 
cal step toward union. 


A committee from the Ohio State Con- 
ference of the Congregational Churches 
and a similar committee from the Chris- 
tian conferences of Ohio met at Dayton 
recently to confer as to means of 
becoming better acquainted and to con- 
sult as to ways of encouraging the pro- 
posed union of the two denominations. 
Among those attending from the Con- 
gregationalists were Dr. Dan Bradley 
and State Superintendent E. S. Rothrock 
of Cleveland, Prof. C. C. North and Rev. 
P. C. King of Columbus; from _ the 
Christians were Revs. Peters, Caris, Cof- 
fin, Denison, Kegg, Etter, Thomas, and 
Mr. Charles S. Fryer. 


A very beautiful memorial service for 
Alva Martin Kerr was held at the Pleas- 
ant Hill, Ohio, Christian Church on Sun- 
day, November 4. Dr. Kerr was pastor 
of this church for ten years and had a 
large place in his heart for the people of 
that parish. At the memorial service a 
very generous offering was received for 
the purpose of placing a memorial tablet 
on the church building in loving memory 
of Dr. Kerr and in acknowledgment and 
appreciation of his work in building the 
beautiful edifice now occupied by the 
Pleasant Hill congregation. The memo- |) 
rial address of the day was given by |) 
Hermon Eldredge on the subject, “Alva 
Martin Kerr—Friend and Fighter. A [| 
Friend of God and Folks and a Fighter | 
Against Sin and Satan”. 
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A World Full of Overcoming 


AN EDITORIAL BY ALVA MARTIN KERR 
Reprinted from The Herald of Gospel Liberty, September 15, 1927 


(Note: Those who did not know Dr. Kerr personally would never guess from this editorial that he himself was constantly 


racked by pain. 
of others was all the more marvelously true of himself. W. P. 


T WAS Helen Keller, was it not, who, in answer 

to the lament that there is so much suffering and 

sorrow and misfortune in the world, replied: 
“Yes, but there is also so much overcoming.” The 
overcoming! That is the part which so many peo- 
ple miss. They see the hardship, the pain, and sick- 
ness, the grief and disappointment; but they fail 
to see the marvelous heroism with which so many 
men and women meet and overcome these hard 
things. Helen Keller herself was a brilliant exam- 
ple of just such overcoming—indeed so brilliant that 
one hardly thinks of her blindness and deafness and 
dumbness because she has overcome them all so 
marvelously and with such grace and sweetness. And 
so instead of becoming an example of the world's 
gloom and woe, she has become a luminous illustra- 
tion of its overcoming and of the manner in which 
God can enable one to turn even the most hopeless 
of situations into beacons of strength and light. 


ND there is so much more of just such overcom- 
A ing than most of us ever take time to think— 
indeed, than most folks ever know anything about. 
There is not a community which is not being en- 
riched by it. Men and women who have met mis- 
fortune and met it bravely, who have suffered intol- 
erable pain or disappointment but suffered it sweet- 
ly, who have gone down under crushing burdens but 
have gone down with a smile on their faces and 
symapthetic hands held out to those who were worse 
off than themselves! Homes that through long, 
long years have sheltered sickness or insanity, and 
where husband or wife or child or other loved ones 
have through an interminable length of time minis- 
tered with a devotion that is entrancing in its un- 
broken faithfulness and tenderness! Who has not 
seen such homes? Who has not been put to shame 
by such uncomplaining suffering, such loving min- 
istry, such radiant gloom? It is only where there is 
minor and passing affliction that there is bitterness, 
as a rule. Almost invariably in those homes in 
which sickness is a matter of long, wearing years, 
and in those individuals to whom misfortune is a 
lifetime task, there is a marvelous amount of over- 
coming that gives sunlight and cheerfulness. 





But those of us who did know him are well aware that what he wrote here so beautifully and _ self-effacingly 
M.) 


NE of the things most to be regretted about life 

is that there are so many who do not perceive and 
appreciate this wonderful and beautiful overcoming 
that is taking place every day in the common life 
that is all about them. They are impressed with it 
in Helen Keller or some other outstanding hero, but 
they are absolutely blind to the heroic element which 
is constantly being infused into life by their own 
friends and neighbors. There is not a community 
which does not have some one whose life is such that 
if it were written up by some Dickens or O. Henry, 
the story would touch to the depths the very men 
and women who live near it day by day without once 
perceiving that it has anything peculiarly touching 
or admirable about it. Thus an incalculable amount 
of the richest and best part of life is going to waste 
—going to waste because it is unappreciated and 
unused by us whose spirits ought to be enriched and 
purified in its presence. There is scarce a commun- 
ity which does not have at least one home in which 
for years and years some poor unfortunate cripple 
or some infinitely more unfortunate mental defec- 
tive has been shut within its four walls. The pathos 
of it, the heartache and strain of it, are beyond hu- 
man language. And yet what a marvelous overcom- 
ing—overcoming on the part of the loved ones who 
minister with such faithful tenderness even more 
than on the part of the afflicted. But how few of us 
realize that these are heroes made out of common 
clay and before our very eyes? And how rarely 
ever do we speak a word of admiration and encour- 
agement either to the afflicted or to those who wait 
upon them on their hard way? Thus we rob them, 
and we rob ourselves. We rob them of the help and 
strength our presence and friendship could and 
should give. And we rob ourselves of the spirit and 
benediction that fall like refreshing dews of 
heaven from the lives of those who are overcomers. 
One of the most enheartening studies of Scripture 
is to trace out how many and varied are the promises 
which God has made to him who overcometh. It isa 
compensation which inheres in the here and now as 
well as in the everlasting future, and it lifts life out 
of the sordid and the common and puts radiance into 
it. How much glorious overcoming there is! 




















































ONDAY, November 5, 1928, is now an his- 
M toric day in the history of the Christian 

Church, for on that day we buried the body 
of Rev. Alva Martin Kerr, D. D., Editor of The 
Herald of Gospel Liberty. At two-thirty o’clock in 
the afternoon, a memorial service was held in the 
Shiloh Christian Church, in which tribute was paid 
to his personal virtues, his intellectual ability, and 
his public service. 

From high twelve of that day, the body had laid 
in state in the church, attended by a guard of honor 
of four young men, who served two at a time in peri- 
ods of fifteen minutes. The casket containing the 
remains was deeply sheltered by huge banks of bil- 
lowy flowers that smiled down into a calm, sweet 
face, whose now sightless eyes had only seen the 
good and beautiful in God’s animate and inanimate 
creation, and whose now hearless ears had heard on- 
ly the sweet songs of nature and of men, and seemed 
to say to that kindly spirit and pain worn body, 
“You shall have a more flowery pathway in the fu- 
ture, than you have had in the past.” 

Long before the time announced for the public 
service, every available space—seating and stand- 
ing—was occupied by sorrowing friends, who had 
come to speak his praise, rehearse his virtues, and 
to express to each other the grief of their own 
hearts. Many could not get into the building. 
Promptly as the moment came for the service 
to begin, the soft, deep tones of the organ floated 
out over the vast assembly which at once became 
strangely quiet, telling it of the presence of invisible 
spirits, and of the approach of the family marching 
slowly down the aisle down which he had so often 
walked, to their seats in front of the flower-covered 
casket. A select quartet sang “He Leadeth Me”, 
and Rev. O. P. Furnas, a veteran minister of the 
Miami Ohio Conference, and who had received the 
deceased into church fellowship when a lad of thir- 
teen, read selections from the Scriptures and led in 
prayer. Notwithstanding the tumult that was rag- 
ing in our hearts, when that man of God spake to 
his Heavenly Father, a voice seemed to say, I am 
He who stilled the waves of Galilee. “Peace be 
still.” Rev. F. G. Coffin, D. D., President of The 
General Convention of the Christian Church paid a 
tender and truthful tribute to Doctor Kerr, in 
which he exalted his Christian manhood, and his in- 
terest in the Kingdom of God, as well as his many 
personal virtues, the very mention of which deeply 
affected both the speaker and the audience. Mr. 
John Moore, a personal friend of the deceased, and 
Secretary of Religious Education in the Dayton Y. 
M. C. A., representing interdenominational groups, 
spoke of his ability as an editor, and paid high trib- 


Dr. Kerr is Laid to Rest 


BY REV. J. F. BURNETT, D. D., FOR THIRTY-THREE YEARS SECRETARY OF THE GENERAL CONVENTION 


» 








ute to him as a writer, quoting several passages 
from his writings. The quartet sang “Nearer, My 
God, to Thee”. 

Rev. L. T. Proctor, pastor of the Shiloh Christian 
Church, spoke of his character as a parishioner. He 
stressed the value of the deceased as a member of 
his church, and his willingness and ability to co- 
operate with his pastor in every good work, and that 
too without ostentation or suggestion of superior 
qualification. He read letters and telegrams from 
the following named persons: B. F. Lamb, Colum- 
bus, Ohio, representing the Ohio Council of Church- 
es; George Christian Enders, Dean of Defiance 
College; A. G. Caris, President of Defiance College; 
Daniel Brownlee, Dayton Council of Churches ; Mar- 
tyn Summerbell, President Palmer Institute-Starkey 
Seminary; W. A. Harper, President of Elon 
College; H. Shelton Smith, of the International 
Council of Religious Education, Chicago, Illinois; 
Rev. and Mrs. F. H. Peters; Irvin E. Deer; 
the Urbana, Illinois, Christian Church and 
pastor, Rev. A. E. Kemp; Rev. P. S. Sailer, 
representing the New York group of churches; 
Palmer College, by its president, Rev. A. W. 
Hurst; S. Parkes Cadman, Charles S. Macfarland, 
and Samuel McCrea Cavert, representing the Fed- 
eral Council of the Churches of Christ in America. 

The obituary, prepared by Rev. O. S. Thomas, 
D. D., a cousin of the deceased, was read by the 
pastor, and the formal service closed with the sing- 
ing of “Jesus, Lover of My Soul,” by the quartet. 
Slowly and sadly, the audience wended its way to 
the grave in Shiloh Cemetery, where a very impres- 
sive burial service was conducted. Dr. Coffin read 
some appropriate selections from the Word, and the 
pastor, Rev. Proctor, read the burial service. Dr. 
Staley offered prayer, and the final benediction was 
pronounced by Dr. Thomas. The audience was slow 
in turning from the grave of the one they loved so 
well, but sadly they turned their faces toward the 
duties that awaited each one of them, feeling as they 
thought of him whom they mourned, 

“Life’s race well run, 
Life’s crown well won, 
And now comes rest.” 

The following named ministers of the Christian 
Church were present: F. G. Coffin; L. T. Proctor; 
J. C. Orebaugh; C. B. Kershner; Carl Dille; McD. 
Howsare; A.B. Thornburg; E. T. Cotten; Heber 
O’Hara; O. P. Furnas; W. T. Scott; Mrs. F. E. Bul- 
lock; Clark A. Denison; Hugh A. Smith; J. H. 
Lightbourne; E. C. Fry; Bert Page; Frank Thomas; 
W. P. Minton; S. M. Woods; J. E. Etter; R. H. Mc- 
Daniel; Ross McNeal; Warren H. Denison; Ernest 

(Continued on next page) 
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A Tribute 





BY HIS PASTOR, REV. L. T. PROCTOR 


E meet today in respect to one whom to 

WV know was to love. The impress of this 
rich life upon this community can only be 
estimated by eternity. We have seen demonstrated 
within our presence a life that embodied marvelous 
ability. Dr. Alva Martin Kerr was a counselor of 
extraordinary insight and courage. A friend of 
children, youth, and those more aged. Happiness so 
radiated from his countenance as to make him a 


and believe now with all our hearts that in mankind 
rest the possibilities of saviorhood and salvation. 
Three things are necessary to save mankind: Its 
servants must constantly maintain an active inter- 
est in people of all walks and stations, in all experi- 
ences, and treat every moment of contact as a sacred 
privilege; there must be set up an undefiled cord of 
sympathy between servant and those ministered to; 
and last, an intelligent and comprehensive under- 





jovial companion of all. He was 
too busy giving out richness and 
sunshine to other lives to be the 
recipient of sympathetic words 
for his own. 

With him as my friend and 
counselor, the past two years have 
been glorious. I am now face to 
face with the fact that he will be 
my friend and counselor by mem- 
ory only. 

This community cannot and 
will not forget or neglect their 
inheritance but will endeavor to 
keep the Christ spirit, so nobly 
given us by our neighbor, friend, 
and brother, to the forefront to 
be the controlling light of its acts 
and deeds. 


THE REWARD 


F I can lead a man who has been blind 
To see the beauty in a blade of grass; 
If I can aid my fellow men to find 
The friendliness of trees they daily pass; 


If I can stir a soul to view the dawn 
With seeing eyes and hold the vision 
clear, 
So he may drink the rapture when ‘tis 
gone, 
To purify some sordid atmosphere; 


If I can help the human ear to hear 
The gladness in the waterfall’s refrain; 
The tenderness of robin’s piping clear, 
The healing in the sound of falling rain; 


If I can rouse but one to that rebirth 
Which sees God mirrored in each flower 
and tree— 
To feel his oneness with the whole of 
earth— 
Why, that will be a priceless joy to me. 


standing of the relationship of 
mankind and its God. These three 
items are arrived at not by faith 
on my part but by observation of 
my dear brother. 

In these two years there has 
never been the slightest misun- 
derstanding or jealousy between 
us. As his pastor I have looked 
-o him as a son looks to a father. 
Whenever his wishes were not ful- 
filled regarding the policy of his 
church he never showed the 
slightest disappointment but hap- 
pily dismissed the matter and 
continued his efforts in other 
directions with vigor and love. 
The term “my pastor” which 
he so often used, will forever 


We know now that it is 
possible to so culture the mind 
as to make it think through to the hopeful side 
of believing. We know that the human heart can be 
so cultured by the divine as to give it a manly sweet- 
ness, transcending sorrow or pain. We know now 
of a surety that the spirit of Christ can be embodied 
in human life and can make that life attractively 
and courageously pure. We have seen with our eyes 
men of uncouth nature respond to the Christ spirit 


—Grace F. Bostwick, in 
The Christian Leader. 


be an incentive to spur me to 
my best. 

His idea for his church was that it is a fellowship 
of believers and every method and means to tem- 
poral progress were secondary to this fellowship. 
His mastery at uniting the hearts of the people in 
this community in a bond of Christian fellowship 
was unsurpassed and it is in that spirit that we will 
carry on to the end that all may find and know their 
Christ as Lord and Savior. 





(Continued from preceding page) 
Treber; A. W. Hirby; F. H. Peters; A. G. Caris; A. 
W. Sparks; W. W. Staley; Hermon Eldredge; S. Q. 
Helfenstein; Edwin B. Flory; Raymond G. Clark; 
Miss Angie Crew; B. F. Vaughan; J. G. Truitt; 
Omer S. Thomas; Mrs. L. T. Proctor; L. B. McDon- 
ald; A. W. Hook; Mrs. McD. Howsare, and J. F. 
Burnett. The above list includes the following 
named conferences and the number from each of 
them: Miami Ohio, twenty-eight; Southern Ohio, 
two; North Carolina and Virginia, one; Eastern 
Virginia, two; N. W. Ohio, one; Central Ohio, one; 
Eel River, two; Western Iowa, one; Western Indi- 
ana, one; Erie, one; Japan Conference, two; Rays 
Hill and Southern Pennsylvania, one. In addition 


to the above there were present Rev. W. H. Sando 
of the Disciples of Christ, a brother-in-law of Doctor 
Kerr; Rev. R. H. Goodacre, Secretary of the Miami 
Ohio Council of Churches; Miss Elizabeth Howsare, 
Secretary of the Riverdale Christian Church, and 
O. T. Deevers, Young People’s Secretary, United 
Brethren Church. 

There were many distinguished laymen present 
whose names the writer could not secure except that 
of Judge O. W. Whitelock, of Huntington, Indiana; 
Judge D. W. Younkers, Greenville, Ohio, and Mr. H. 
E. Sims, Piqua, Ohio, president of The Christian 
Publishing Association, and Mr. R. A. Doan, the 
prominent Disciple layman of Columbus, Ohio, who 
was a close friend of Dr. Kerr. 




















Our Heritage From a Great Life 








BY F. G. COFFIN, A. M., D. D., PRESIDENT OF THE GENERAL CONVENTION OF THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH * 


GREAT man in Israel has fallen but “he, being dead, 
A yet speaketh”. For no man in the Christian Church 

could there be more general mourning than for Alva 
Martin Kerr. At quite every fireside in our brotherhood 
men and women will sit with heavy hearts because of his 
demise. A hundred thousand share the sorrow of this 
funeral. 

One can scarcely think of a human quality worthy of per- 
petuation of which Dr. Kerr was not the living example. His 
personal life was as perfect as but few men become. Chris- 
tianity to him was not a conformity to certain accepted con- 
ventions of practice. It was a living Christ within whose 
expression was something automatic. He was pure of soul 
and righteous in practice. His generosity toward men in all 
things was a constant suggestion of both the spirit and prac- 
tice of him who “went about doing good”. 

His courage has few parallels. When first I became 
acquainted with him over twenty-five years ago, he did not 
expect to live beyond forty for, he said, men with his form of 
affliction usually died between thirty- 
five and forty. When advised to be 
more conservative in the use of his 


A HERO 


this field has been enthusiastically acknowledged by his co- 
temporaries in journalism. He wrote with fearlessness. His 
keen discernment into the very heart of all issues was a sort 
of “second sight”. Always his utterances were of weight 
because they were backed by both moral conviction and care- 
ful thinking. When Dr. Kerr spake he knew his ground. 
The title of his book, “Thinking Through”, expressed the 
habit of its writer. No matter what reasons he might have 
for personal discouragement, he wrote always with a hope- 
fulness that inspired optimism. He was uniformly construc- 
tive. 

Dr. Kerr has entered into two immortalities. He has 
passed into the eternal world. Certainly he belongs to that 
group “which came up through great tribulation”, for tribu- 
lation was a mark upon his earthly journey. But he has an 
equally imperishable immortality in the souls of men. Into 
these he has put something with a longevity equal to the souls 
themselves. Few, if any, minds among us have had a larger 
influence in the thinking of our church than he, and there is 
no other whom we could prefer to have 
this distinction. 

At Pleasant Hill, Ohio, there stands 
a beautiful church, a fitting monu- 



















limited strength he would reply that 
since he had so much less time than 
other men in which to do a life work, 
therefore, he must be more industrious. 
How like Another who said, “I must 
work the works of him that sent me 
while it is day, for the night cometh in 
which no man can work”! 
Friendships were so easy and nat- 
ural with Dr. Kerr. His manner was 
so sunny and genial that he had few 
mere acquaintances. They were all 
friends. His purely friendship corre- 
spondence was voluminous. He was a 
friend indeed, because he was a friend 
in need. Only a few know of one in- 
stance when one of his friends came in- 
to financial difficulty of a very serious 
kind. Dr. Kerr loaned him several 
thousand dollars—almost his whole 
savings at the time—taking as the cn- 


By Franklin A. Gaylord 


Al times you jested gaily; yet strange 
fear 
Behind the mask of humor blanched your 
face. 
Whence came the strength to keep your 
steady pace 
And to the end unflagging persevere? 
You bore your burden, faced the snarl and 
sneer 
Of meaner spirits winning in the race; 
And yet, in twitching nerve, the eye could 
trace 
How great the strain, self mastery, how 
ear. 
A_ martyr, that shuddered at the 
flame; 
Yet never flinched, although it wreathed 
your wrist. 
Now stands revealed whence your fine 
courage came: 
You saw your Lord within the fiery mist, 
Serene in beauty; for he was the same 
The saints behold who unto death resist. 
—The Congregationalist. 


you, 


ment in brick and stone to his 
achievement. In its corner stone re- 
pose some of his writings in the 
Homiletic Review and in other period- 
icals. Upon our library shelves is his 
book and other extracts from his pen. 
But in the hearts of an appreciative 
people he has by gentleness and Christ- 
likeness erected a monument of love 
which time cannot destroy. 

As we sit today in the grip of this 
sorrow could we ask him what we 
might do to ease the pain of it, doubt- 
less he would say, “Carry on. Make 
succeed those plans of Christ for his 
world to Which I have devoted my own 
life.” Were we to ask what we could 
do to show our appreciation of him and 
his splendid service, probably he would 
say, “Just carry on”. If our inquiry 
were that one now in the minds of all 




















ly security the note of his friend who 
had no assets. There were other in- 
stances of a similar kind. Literally, in a multitude of 
ways, he abandoned himself to the service of his friends. 

In his pastoral ministrations there were no partialities. 
He carried sunshine and cheer wherever he went. In hun- 
dreds of instances he crutched his way through cold and 
storm to visit sick who were much less invalids than him- 
self. Youths and maidens sought his counsel in the most 
serious and intimate problems of their lives and were uni- 
formly helped by wise Christian advice. The boys and girls 
of the community knew him as a true friend of whom they 
were unafraid. In the days when he used the traction cars 
the newsboys would gather around him in the evening for a 
respectful “jollying”. They all loved and honored him. In 
the pastorate he was scrupulously courteous to his successors, 
declining all honors which should go to the pastor. As a 
parishioner he was devoted to the success of his pastor and 
thoughtful of his prestige and welfare. 

By an interdenominational official he has been called the 
most constructive editor of our modern day. His ability in 





* At the request of the family, Dr. Coffm enlarged upon his written 
contribution to the life of Dr. Kerr in last week’s Herald, speaking at the 


funeral in behalf of the denominational group. 





of us as to how we may provide for 
the loss caused by his going, would he not answer, “All carry 
on”, Therefore, let us, who have been his co-workers, turn 
from his resting place to our tasks determined to “carry on” 
with a holy enthusiasm. 


oO 


The most remarkable tribute to Dr. Kerr’s memory is 
found in the very large variety of the groups who came to 
share in a common sorrow around his bier. As Dr. Coffin 
has so well said, his cheerful presence was a benediction to 
the newsboy and to the college president alike. For days 
since his death the writer of this note has been approached 
by men of every class who have volunteered some word of 
praise for him and who have expressed with deep feeling 
their appreciation of his life. On the street, in the store, 
in the barber shop, they have spoken of him as not only a 
friend, but as a real Christian. It is nothing short of mar- 
velous that this man should be able in the brief span of a 
lifetime to touch so wondrously for good so many and s0 
varied types of people. Surely he has left to all of us who 
knew him and loved him a heritage that will last forever. 
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Alva Martin Kerr, Conciliator 


BY JOHN S. MOORE, RELIGIOUS WORK DIRECTOR, DAYTON, Y. M. C. A.* 


T IS never easy to appraise the work and character of 
| sy man. So many factors enter into life—heredity, 
’ environment, training, and unknown forces. If it is dif- 
ficult to appraise the average man, how much more difficult 
is it to estimate an unusual man like this. 

Alva Kerr belonged to the universal church. His work- 
ing base was the denomination to which he belonged and 
to which he was loyal. Christian unity and the Kingdom 
of God as defined by Jesus was the passion of his life. 

It was generally agreed that he ranked among the two 
or three great religious editors of his day. His editorials 
were more widely quoted in the Literary Digest and other 
national publications than those of any other religious 
writer. Many national religious leaders subscribed for The 
Herald of Gospel Liberty and read his editorials regularly. 

It is not generally known that he was recently consid- 
ered as an associate editor of perhaps our largest religious 
journal. The state of his health seemed to make it in- 
advisable to extend the call. In certain publishing offices 
in Chicago and New York, Dayton is known as the home 
of Alva Kerr. His counsel was widely sought in national 
interdenominational gatherings. Men placed great confi- 
dence in his judgment and always welcomed his point of 
view and spirit in these gatherings 
where controversy was often rife. He 
ranked as a national leader with Cad- 
man, Morrison, Taylor, and Fosdick. T 


MY CREED 


HIS is my creed: To do some good, 
To bear my ills without complaining, 


Ohio ministers: “Ministers from all over Ohio, many among 
them men of eloquence, listened enthralled for more than an 
hour last night while a little chap with the inspired logic of 
a prophet condemned ‘isolated denominationalism’ in one of 
the most terrible indictments ever preached in Columbus. 
His name is Alva Martin Kerr. He is editor of The Herald 
of Gospel Liberty, Dayton. The address was made before 
the Ohio Pastors’ Association, which includes many different 
Protestant denominations, at the King Avenue M. E. Church. 
Crippled in body, he revealed to his listeners a flaming soul 
afire with the conviction that in union lies the true strength 
of the church.” 

He understood the day in which he lived; most of us do 
not. He will stand as one of the great social diagnosticians 
of his day. He understood that the problem was to reconcile 
the new learning with religion. Alva Kerr as well as any 
man of his day was able to point out how this was to be 
done. He was probably never in a laboratory as a student 
and yet in his understanding of science and its relation to 
life he could take his place with the scientist himself. 


Alva Kerr was a conciliator. This does not mean that he 
surrendered truth or principle, but he believed that no man 
or group of men had a mortgage on truth. Life to him was 
an adventure as he believed it was to 
every man. The romance of life was 
working out one’s own salvation in as- 
sociation with other men engaged in a 
like quest. He believed that on the 





He developed the art of writing 
clear, simple Anglo-Saxon English. He 
grew up on the farm and among work- 
ing people and he learned to speak 
their language. He used the words, 
phrases, and short, crisp sentences of 
the man of the street or the woman 
about the home. He had something 
that he wanted to say to the common 
people and he worked desperately at re- 
vision and rephrasing so that this man 
could understand what he was talking 
about. He believed there was one best 


To press on as a brave man should 

For honors that are worth the gaining; 
To seek no profit where I may, 

By winning them, bring grief to others; 
To do some service day by day 

In helping on my toiling brothers. 


This is my creed: To close my eyes 
To little faults of those around me; 
To strive to be when each day dies 
Some better than the morning found me; 
To ask for no unearned applause, 
To cross no river until | reach it; 
To see the merit of the cause 
Before I follow those who preach it. 
—S. E. Kiser, in Industrial Peace. 


whole all men were honest and were 
searching for the truth. This was the 
philosophy which underlay his fine de- 
mocracy. Every man, he thought, has 
something to contribute to the common 
fund of experience and knowledge if 
you can get him about the table with 
an open mind. 


Even yet I have not explained this 
man. He was master of clear, simple 
English; some of the things he has 
written will live in religious literature. 





way of expressing an idea and he al- 
ways studied to find that one exact way. He wrote model 
English. 

He was a student. He learned to study in the hospital. 
He disciplined himself to long hours of close application. He 
had one of those alert, acquisitive minds that suck up facts 
and points of view as a sponge sucks up water. He was a 
delightful conversationalist, but he talked not only to give 
but to get. The man most welcome at his office was the one 
with something fresh and new to say. Most men stop grow- 
ing early in life, but Alva Kerr never stopped growing. He 
had a great enthusiasm for learning. I have often taken to 
his office a friend from China or India. My, how his face 
lighted up! Here was a chance to learn something new and 
how he did ply the visitor with searching questions. 

He was an effective public speaker although in later 
years he shrank from it. He spoke with clearness, charm, 
knowledge, passion. He combined all of the elements of the 
finest public speaker. He did not resort to the tricks of the 
orator. To him public speaking was an intellectual process. 

The following is a partial report which appeared in a 
Columbus paper in 1924 the morning following a meeting of 





* Mr. Moore was asked to bring this message as the representative of 
that large interdenominational group with which Dr. Kerr was so inti- 
mately and helpfully connected. 





He was an effective public speaker. He 
was a wise counselor and had a grasp of the social] and reli- 
gious problems of the day. In a real sense he was a scholar. 
He had explored the fields of history, philosophy, and science 
and yet these things do not explain him. 

It is one of the strange laws of life that often the man 
who suffers most knows God best. This is not always true. 
Suffering embitters some men; others it purges and refines. 
The very desperateness of the situation drove Alva Kerr to 
God. It refined and beautified his life. He is the great ex- 
ample of the man who can rise above handicaps and suffer- 
ing. Through experience he was able to enter into the suf- 
ferings of Jesus, himself, 

The world has always followed the leadership of the man 
who suffers for his cause. Jesus died for his cause and in 
the same sense Alva Kerr died for his. It was the utter 
abandon of this man for his cause that inspired and drew 
other men to him. We will long remember Alva Kerr as 
student, scholar, writer, thinker, conciliator, but we will re- 
member him longest as the man who, in the face of great 
suffering, achieved in the fine art of living. 

| a 

“Greater love hath no man than this that a man lay down 
his life for his friends. Ye are my friends if ye do whatso- 
ever I command you.” 































N THE death of Alva Martin Kerr there has been brought 
to a close the life of one of the most notable characters of 
this generation. He was born on a farm near Troy, O., Feb- 

ruary 23, 1875. He was the son of Perry and Susan Kerr, 
both of whom he not only loved, but revered as long as they 
lived and whose influence always remained with him. 

His education was in the country school up until he was 

a little past twelve years of age when the great affliction 
that finally caused his death came into his life. Up until 
that age he was a very robust boy, so strong that he was able 
to do the work of a man on the farm much of the time. 
Seized with an affliction that was thought to be a form of 
rheumatism he was compelled to remain in bed for five 
years. Then he was taken to a hospital in Indianapolis where 
after treatment for about eighteen months he was helped 
until he was able to walk with crutches. From that time to 
the time of his death he was a constant sufferer. He kept 
that suffering so much to himself that we do not believe he 


would have it dwelt upon here. How- 
° 


Alva Martin Kerr—A Sketch 


BY HIS COUSIN AND CHUM, OMER S. THOMAS 





He was pastor at Plattsburg, O., Trotwood, O., and at Farm- 
land, Indiana. He then took a pastorate in Preble County at 
Concord and Camphellstown where he soon put them to the 
front as leading country churches in the conference. 

From there he went to Pleasant Hill where he did the 
most notable service of his career as a pastor. Under his 
ministry the church grew in numbers and influence until 
they outgrew their quarters and they decided to build. Few 
men would have had the vision that Dr. Kerr had when it 
came to the work of that building. In a time when a thou- 
sand dollars was worth a great deal more than it is today, 
they, with his inspiration and leadership, built far beyond 
what they had before deemed possible. Today that church, 
one of the most beautiful in the country about it, stands as 
a monument to his faith and vision and power to inspire 
others. One of the leading members of the Presbyterian 
church of the village where the writer lives said just today 
that Dr. Kerr was the inspiration back of the building of 

their present beautiful edifice. 





ever, one cannot realize the greatness 


During these years of active service 





of his character without a knowledge of 
something of the handicap that he was 
compelled to overcome. 

Notwithstanding his sickness he went 
right on with his studies and graduated 
with his class from the country school 
in what was known then as the Box-, 
well Graduation. Although never per- 
mitted to attend school again he can be 
said to be one of the best educated and 
widest read men of the Christian 
Church. 

‘After he was able to walk on crutches 
he began to take active part in the 
young people’s work of the church. 
He had united with the West Union 
Church, east of West Milton, when he 
was just a boy. In the winter of 1896 
there occurred in that church a great 
revival in which the pastor, Rev. O. P. 
Furnas, urged several of the young men 
to preach. Four of those young men 
who preached their first sermons in that 


the bar 


asleep, 


farewell 





CROSSING THE BAR 
SUNSET and evening star, 


And one clear*call for me, 
And may there be no moaning of 


When | put out to sea, 
But such a tide as, moving, seems 


Too full for sound and foam, 
When that which drew from out the 
boundless deep 
Turns again home. 


Twilight and evening bell, 
And after that the dark, 


And may there be no sadness of 
When I embark. 


For though from out our bourne of 
time and place 
The flood may bear me far, 
I hope to see my Pilot face to face 
When | have crossed the bar. 
—Alfred Tennyson. 


~ 
}) asa pastor Dr. Kerr did quite a bit of 


writing, being at one time associated 
with Dr. Fred Barton in magazine 
work. He had gained such a_ place 
among us as a writer that in the most 
natural way he became editor of The 
Herald of Gospel Liberty, being elected 
at The American Christian Convention 
at Conneaut, O., in 1919. Almost im- 
mediately after he took hold of the work 
as editor of the Herald, attention to his 
editorials came from all parts of the 
country. His writings brought the 
church paper to the attention of great 
interdenominational characters who 
frequently wrote congratulating him on 
the sane thinking he was enabled to 
put in such forceful language. S. Parkes 
Cadman, Charles Macfarland, Henry 
Sloane Coffin, and others of like char- 
acter were regular readers of his 
editorials. It is safe to say that no 
other editor of a religious journal of 














meeting entered the Christian ministry. 


this country was followed with more in- 





One of them was Alva M. Kerr and he 
is the second of the group to pass into the other life. One 
of them is not now in the ministry; the other is the writer. 

It was not for some time that Dr. Kerr took up the active 
pastorate, but he did Christian work in connection with a 
mission in Dayton where he was associated with two deacon- 
esses, one of whom afterward became the wife of Rev. J. P. 
Watson and the other one went into a larger field of social 
service work for the National Cash Register. After this 
experience he entered the office of Rev. J. G. Bishop, then 
Secretary of Missions of the Christian Church. In this of- 
fice he became the associate editor of The Christian Mission- 
ary and Treasurer of the Mission Board. He brought much 
good to the plans for the work of missions in the denomina- 
tion while in the mission office and always held Dr. and 
Mrs. Bishop in highest esteem. 

The active Christian service into which he had been thrown 
during these years caused him to desire to give himself to 
the more active work of the ministry itself. He began in rural 
fields and was pastor of half-time churches in his early ex- 
perience always building them up in the finest possible way. 


terest in his editorial work than was 
Dr. Kerr. He took up the great vital topics, both of the 
church world and those that pertained to high standards of 
living, and wrote not only with clear insight but with rare 
courage. It hurt him as it did few men to have men criticize 
his position on great questions, yet he never wavered from 
his position as long as he was convinced that he was follow- 
ing the truth. 

There are few persons who could look as deeply into life 
with all its complications spiritually, physically, and socially, 
and weigh them with such careful discrimination as he. He 
studied the political situations with the same regard to their 
importance on life as he did those of the church and many 
of us were lead to see broader visions and know the wider 
implications because of his clear vision and leadership. 

He was the author of one book, “Thinking Through”, pub- 
lished by Doran in 1926. There was probably no book pub- 
lished from the pen of any of the men of the Christian 
Church that secured a wider reading than did that one. In 
the post war period when quite a wide spread controversy 
between the fundamentalists and the modernists was on, he 
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brought out this most sane discussion which reveals a power 
to think through that ‘gives one a fine insight on his broad 
sympathy as well as fine ability. 

In the death of Dr. Kerr we have lost not only a great 
writer but a great Christian. One could never disassociate 
him with Jesus when with him. Little children were drawn 
to him. Wherever he was found in the midst, they were 
constantly clinging to him. Old people were never neglected 
when he was present. There was something about his kindly 
presence that attracted folks to him. There were times in 
his official capacity that he was compelled to disagree most 
determinedly with his associates in the offices and no one 
could mistake his position. Immediately after the stopping of 
the question under dispute he would accompany those same 
associates to lunch and in every way reveal that most in- 
timate friendship he had for them. Hundreds of hearts have 
been comforted with the most helpful and sympathetic let- 
ters from him when he would read of sorrow coming into 
their lives. Few people could see more opportunities to 
serve than could he both in his private and public life. 

Through all of this career that has counted for so much 
in the contribution he made to life, he has been an almost 
constant sufferer, yet it would be difficult to find one word 
of it in all of his writings. He spent weeks every year in 
the hospital or at home, and kept the fact secret from all 
except those who were intimately connected with him in his 
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home community or in his work. The world outside who 
knew him only through his writings had no hint that he was 
in anyway afflicted. He was a hero dearly loved and re- 
spected by every one who ever knew him. 

In May of this year he decided to make one great effort 
to regain his health by taking the sun treatment and re- 
maining in bed for a long period. On June 10th he was mar- 
ried to Miss Orpha E. Dadisman, who gladly accepted the 
task of helping him to make the great fight for his life. 
With remarkable consideration for his every need she has 
been his stay during these brief months of most happy and 
congenial life together. Her rare courage meant much to 
him during this last terrible month. He lost the fight with 
death, but he won immortality both where he now is and in 
the heritage that he left. One sister, Mrs. Sadie Swartsel, 
with whom he lived for so many years was to him during 
his life a great source of inspiration and help. She was more 
than a sister; she bore with him his great secret burdens of 
suffering and gave him that encouragement that he needed 
to make him able to face often what seemed hopeless con- 
ditions. There has been no more beautiful thing about his life 
than the love that this brother and sister held for one another. 
He leaves also a brother, Hanford of Orlando, Fla., and four 
other sisters, Mrs. Cora Blackmore of Troy, O., Mrs. Anna 
Summerbell of Boston, Mass., Mrs. Mae Sando of Madison, 
Ind., and Mrs. Edna Beckett of Cleveland, O. 


These Sorrow With Us 


From every part of the country came messages of 
keenest appreciation and deepest sympathy from friends 
and admirers of Dr. Kerr. These came in time to be read 
by the pastor at the services: 


From the Federal Council of Churches 


In the death of Alva M. Kerr the Federal Council of 
Churches loses a stanch supporter who in his own _per- 
son incarnated the spirit of Christian fellowship for which 
the Council stands. His forward looking leadership and 
winsome personality had endeared him to a large body 
of Christian people in all denominations. 


S. PARKES CADMAN, President. 
CHARLES S. MACFARLAND, General Secretary. 
SAMUEL MCCREA CAVERT, Associate Gen. See. 


New York City. 


From the Dean of the Christian Divinity School 


With profound sorrow I learn of the death of Dr. 
Kerr. How we shall miss him. Words cannot express 
what his friendship means to me. His keenness of mind, 
sweetness of spirit, largeness of heart have been a con- 
stant inspiration. Deeply he impresses me as one who 
to a rare degree combined within himself the attributes of 
the Master. Dr. Kerr’s death is but the climbing up of a 
victorious earth-life. With my deep sympathy allow me 
to express the confidence that you, like him, will find in 
the grace of the Master an all-sufficient, all-sustaining 
power. 

GEORGE CHRISTIAN ENDERS. 
Defiance, Ohio. 





From the President of Palmer Institute-Starkey Seminary 


Your telegram of the morning announcing the decease 
of Dr. Kerr fills me with sorrow. He was a rare spirit 
and his work as editor of The Herald was of superior 
worth and the loss to our publication interests is very 
serious. 

And as for myself, as we were very close in our sym- 
pathies I am grieving deeply, and must grieve, since on 
the earth I shall see his face and hear his voice no more. 
And yet I praise God for the joy we have experienced 
together. 

MARTYN SUMMERBELL. 

Lakemont, New York. 


From the Secretary, Ohio Council of Churches 


Doctor Kerr’s death is a heavy personal blow to us at 
The Ohio Council of Churches and a great loss to the 
co-operative movement. He was our friend from the be- 
ginning and fought our battles when it was unpopular 
to do so. He ranks in my judgment as one of three or 
four outstanding religious writers of this day. His tri- 
umph over physical handicaps and his optimism and 
Christian courage in face of suffering are a lasting in- 
spiration. The cause of interdenominational co-operation 
in state and nation is vastly advanced by his influence. 
His going means a significant loss to the Kingdom build- 
ing program as well as to personal friends. 

B. F. LAMB. 

Columbus, Ohio. 


From the Pastor of Defiance College Church 


Accept our sympathy and prayers. 
Mr. AND Mrs. F. H. PETERS. 
Defiance, Ohio. 





















































































From the New York Group of Churches 

Our New York group of churches will deeply feel the 
loss of Doctor Kerr’s inspiring work. Be assured we 
shall seek to show appreciation for what he has been to 
us by doing our utmost to perpetuate the great service 
he has rendered. We bow in submission, seeking com- 
fort in the thought that our loss is his eternal gain. 

P. S. SAILER. 
Brooklyn, New York. 


From the Secretary, Dayton Council of Churches 


I am much saddened by the passing of Dr. Kerr. I 
feel that I have lost a very dear friend and one who has 
been a great help to me since I came to know him. He 
was the kind of man who made a lasting impression for 
good upon all who had the privilege of being associated 
with him. The church at large has also suffered a great 
loss. Dr. Kerr was always true to his convictions, and 
never hesitated to stand openly for what he believed to 
be right. Personally I shall miss his editorials, as they 
were always an inspiration. 

In behalf of the Council of Churches, and of myself 
personally, I wish to extend to you and to his loved ones 
our sincere sympathy. May God bless you and keep you 
and may the grace of the Master be sufficient for you all 
in this hour of sorrow. 

DANIEL BROWNLEE. 

Dayton, Ohio. 


From the President, Defiance College 


In the passing of Dr. Alva M. Kerr a great soul has 
gone from our midst. We who have known him personal- 
ly and have understood something of the physical handi- 
cap under which he lived and labored so long would feel 
awed by his accomplishment had we not had personal 
knowledge of his lovable qualities. In our sorrow it is 
difficult for us to see how we can fill his place as a friend 
or as Editor of The Herald of Gospel Liberty. We can 
only mourn our friend’s departure from this life while 
we glory in the qualities of his life and achievement. 

A. G. CarIS. 

Defiance, Ohio. 


From Leadership Training Director, International Council 
of Religious Education 


There has passed from among us one of the most sane 
and pioneering editors of our country. Readers of The 
Herald will sorely miss his messages. In no papers have 
I found stronger editorials than in The Herald. Who 
can fill his place? How he could suffer steady and intense 
pain and at the same time keep a smile on his face was 
one of the miracles of our generation. Will you kindly 
express my sympathy and deep personal loss to his rela- 
tives and friends. 

H. SHELTON SMITH. 

Chicago, Illinois. 


From the Urbana, Illinois, Christian Church and Pastor 


We hasten our deep feeling of sympathy to you in the 
going of Dr. Kerr. We, too, feel keenly the great loss 
sustained in his call home. His life and writings have 
meant much to us, both as church and pastor. What will 
we do without him? expresses our present feeling. 

URBANA CHRISTIAN CHURCH AND Pastor A. E. KEMP. 
Urbana, Illinois. 


» 





From the President, Palmer College 


We have lost our greatest spokesman as a denomina- 
tion. Rich indeed should be his reward. Let us believe 
he is enjoying release from pain and care where his 
spirit untrammeled may express itself more fully and 
more divinely than ever he was able to do here. His 
life will ever be a source of strength and inspiration to 
me. He is away, but the influence of his life and minis- 
try abide. 

A. W. Hurst. 

Albany, Missouri. 


From the President of Elon College 


Dr. Alva Martin Kerr was one of the great men not 
only of the Christian Church, but of our generation. I 
think it safe to say that no religious periodical was more 
often quoted in the secular press than The Herald of 
Gospel Liberty. In religious gatherings of an interde- 
nominational character in recent years it was no uncom- 
mon occurrence to have his opinions on matters of moral, 
ethical, and religious import referred to with hearty ap- 
proval. His editorial voice was dominant in American 
Religious Journalism. It will be many a day until his 
like is found again as the facile editor of our national 
religious organ, and the winsome spokesman of God’s 
eternal truth to our day and generation. 


In his passing my heart aches. His translation to the 
eternal life is to me a personal bereavement. It seems to 
me that we could never have lost him at a time when his 
gracious and winning personality and manner were more 
needed in our own denomination and the church of Christ 
at large. His memory will be ever cherished as one of the 
rich heritages of my life, and what I say for myself, I 
may truly say for thousands, who knew him to appreciate 
and love him. 

W. A. HARPER. 

Elon College, N. C. 


From the Secretary of the Kansas City, Missouri, Council 
of Churches 


Doctor Kerr, my brother beloved, knew the fellowship 
of Christ’s sufferings and demonstrated the power of 
mind and spirit to triumph over unbelievable handicaps. 
His dynamic personality, aggressively alert mind and 
soaring spirit have profoundly affected my life. Please 
extend my sincerest sympathy and love to his family and 
associates. 

IRVIN E. DEER. 

Kansas City, Missouri. 


a) 


Since the funeral services many other messages have 
come in such numbers as to make it impossible to print 
them all. Among them are words of appreciation and 
sympathy from H. D. Dickson, General Secretary, Day- 
ton Y. M. C. A., Vinton E. McVicker, Managing Editor, 
The Ohio Christian News, Rev. John van Schaick, Jr., 
Editor The Christian Leader, Rev. D. B. Atkinson, D. D., 
Dean Palmer College, Rev. E. A. Watkins, D. D., Presi- 
dent Union Christian College, Rev. J. O. Atkinson, D. D., 
Editor The Christian Sun, Rev. Guernsey Stephens, Farm- 
land, Indiana, and many, many others throughout our 
brotherhood. 
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A Story of a Hero 


(A tribute) 


BY MRS. F. E. BULLOCK 


ago, in a country not so very far 

away, a little boy was born. He 
had brothers and sisters with whom he 
played, and whom he loved as dearly as 
you love your brothers and sisters. He 
was very big and strong for his age, and 
when he was twelve years old, he could 
do almost as much work as a man. He 
could help his father on the farm, and he 
did help, so that his father often thought, 
“I am sure I don’t know what I would 
do without him.” 

Then one day a dreadful thing hap- 
pened. Alva, for that was his name, 
tried to jump a high gate. Some way he 
caught his foot on the top, and down he 
went. He was hurt so badly he could not 
walk for a week, then he got better and 
was out again, but he still complained 
that he did not feel very well. One day 
he went to help his father store away 
hay in the big haymow, and there the 
pain came which was never to leave him 
again so long as his life lasted. 

Alva was carried out of the haymow 
and to his bed. For years and years he 
lay in bed, and then at last he managed, 
after months in the hospital, to get about 
on crutches. What do you think he did 
during those years? Do you think he 
felt so sorry for himself that he gave up 
and fretted and cried, and scolded, say- 
ing, “There is no use in my trying to do 
anything; I am in too much pain?” 
Well, it would not have been surprising 
had he done so, for as I told you he was 
always in pain. But this is what he 


or upon a time, not so very long 


One day he said to his mother, “Moth- 
er, if you would bring me my books, I 
am sure I could get the lessons we were 
studying at school. I could find out just 
what they are and I could study here in 
bed”, And he did. His sisters and 
brother helped him by telling him where 
the lessons were and perhaps his teacher 
helped, too. I do not know about that. 
But, when his class was ready to gradu- 
ate from High School, Alva was ready 
to graduate with them. 


Although he never went to school 


again, he kept on reading and studying 
every day of his life. He always wanted 
to learn new things, and when he had 
learned them, he would say to himself, 
“I wonder what this means. 


I wonder 





what it has to do with what I learned 
yesterday. I must think about this so I 
can be quite sure I understand all about 
it.” He would say to his friends, “I like 
to think things through, so I am quite 
sure it is right.” When he was a man 
he wrote a book called, “Thinking 
Through” to help other people to do the 
way he had long ago learned to do for 
himself, 

One day, when he was a young man, 
and was going about on crutches, he 
heard a minister of his church talk about 
the need for young men to become min- 
isters. “God wants you, and God needs 
you”, said the good minister. “He wants 
you young men to begin right now to 
prepare to be ministers.” 

“TI can do that,” said Alva, to himself. 
“T can never run, or jump, or walk with- 
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FOXES AND FAULTS 
By Florence Harrell 


F I had a grapevine tender and green 
Growing taller and taller each day, 
And a little fox tried to spoil that vine, 
I'd drive that fox away. 


If I had a life all clean and pure 
Growing sweeter and sweeter each day, 
And a little fault tried to spoil that life, 
I'd drive that fault away. 
—Exchange. 
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out crutches, but I can be a minister for 
God.” So now, he began to read and 
study to prepare himself for this work. 
And when he was old enough, he came 
before a group of other ministers who 
laid their hands on his head and asked 
God to bless him and help him, and he 
became a minister. 

Then something else happened. A good 
minister called Doctor Bishop was very 
much interested in missionary work. “I 
need some one to help me in the office, 
some one who loves God and boys and 
girls and men and women and wants 
every one to know about Him”, said Doc- 
tor Bishop. And it was not long before 
Alva was working in the office helping 
Doctor Bishop. I think perhaps it was 
because he suffered so much that he felt 
sorry for all the sick folks all over the 
world who did not know about hospitals 
and doctors, and about the Good Physi- 
cian, Perhaps it was because he knew 
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how much the heavenly Father had 
helped him when he was sick and in pain 
that he wanted to tell every one about 
him, Anyway, he did a very great deal 
to help all our folks everywhere know 
about missions. He talked about missions 
in his own churches, and he began to 
write things for other people to read. 

He wrote more than things about mis- 
sions. Because he “thought through”, 
because he was so loving and kind to 
every one, and wanted every one else to 
be loving and kind, because he wanted 
to help people everywhere, he began to 
write more and more. People who had 
never heard of him before began to read 
what he wrote, and to like it and ask for 
more. 

One day people said, “We need a new 
editor for The Herald of Gospel Liber- 
ty”. Whom do you think they asked to 
come and take that place? Why, of 
course, it was Alva, the crippled boy, the 
brave hero who had conquered pain and 
himself and all unkind feelings, and ig- 
norance as well, and had become one of 
the wisest and kindest men in the whole 
Christian Church, They did not call him 
“Alva” any more; they called him Dr. 
Kerr, and people all over the country 
read what he wrote. People who had 
never met him wrote to tell him how he 
had helped them. People who met him 
every day forgot how he was suffering 
because he forgot it himself in trying to 
make every one happy. He loved boys 
and girls and this page in The Herald of 
Gospel Liberty is here for you boys and 
girls, because Dr. Kerr loved you. 

The other day he went home to be with 
God. The life of one of the bravest he- 
roes in the Christian Church is ended for 
this world, but we have not forgotten 
him, and he has not forgotten you. When 
you are sick, or in trouble, when 
it seems hard for you to study; when you 
feel as if you would like to be a little 
bit of a coward and run away from it all, 
remember this story, and be brave and 
true and strong; love God and all people, 
and begin to be a hero like Dr. Alva 
Kerr. 

Oo 


Here is a motto for you, if you are go- 
ing to begin now to try to follow the ex- 
ample of our dear Dr. Kerr: 


I am only one 
But still I am one. 
I cannot do everything, 
But still I can do something 
And because I cannot do everything 
I will not refuse to do the something that 
I can do. 
—Edward Everett Hale. 








The General Convention 
and 
Stewardship and Promotion 


Warren H. Denison, Secretary 





Woman’s Board Thank Offering 


November is Thank-offering Month 
for the Woman’s Mission Board work. 
They have great objectives, and are pre- 
senting most needy items. It is our sin- 
cere hope that every church and pastor 
will give heed to the privilege of a thank- 
offering service, and gifts, to the impor- 


tant work of the Woman’s Mission 
Board. 
Treasurer’s Blanks 
We have blanks especially prepared 


for the use of our conference treasurers, 
for the remittance of Genera] Conven- 
tion Budget Funds. Again we call at- 
tention to the importance of all churches 
remitting Budget Funds by the fifteenth 
of the month, and treasurers remitting 
to the Convention office by the twentieth. 
This is one reason: sometimes there are 
errors, or lack of information, and we 
are under the necessity of writing to the 
treasurer for further information. On 
the last day of the month the funds are 
divided according to the Convention per- 
centages, and disbursed to the boards, 
and they are then at work, and the books 
are closed for the month. We just had 
such a case this month. There are rea- 
sons for all the requests made, so that 
our work may be efficient and accurate. 
We appreciate every bit of co-operation 
anywhere. 
is Your Report In? 

It is time for all of them to be in the 
hands of the Convention Secretary. If 
there are any church reports missing 
from any conference, please send them 
at once. Also any changes of pastors, 
or addresses. There must be no delay in 
this, and every minister will want his 
correct address, and field, in the new 
Christian Annual. 


Stewardship Literature 

We wish we could give out steward- 
ship literature in quantities free, but we 
cannot do so. Samples are sent to all 
pastors, and to stewardship secretaries, 
and to others who request them. Liter- 
ature is sent to all conference and in- 
stitute sessions. All this is free, but we 
are compelled to ask pay at the rate of 
one dollar per hundred copies, for quan- 
tities for congregational use. This Bu- 
reau is not a_ beneficiary from any 
church offering, and does not. partici- 
pate in the Budget. 

Rev. Carl Dille, pastor at Plattsburg 
and South Vienna churches, has a stew- 
ardship class in each. They are using 
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“Life as a Stewardship,” by Morrill, as 
the study book. In The Herald of Oc- 
tober 11, we made suggestions as to 
study books. Write us as to the one 
your study class is using, please. 


Budget Church 

Inthe Miami Ohio Conference—Piqua, 
Troy, Springfield, Murlin Heights, Laura 
and Crown Point churches are following 
the General Convention Budget Plan. If 
these churches can, why cannot every 
other church in that conference do so? 
The churches that are working on it like 
it. Then it is our General Convention 
plan, and all should be loyally working 
it. Why should not every church in the 
conference follow it, as well as those 
above? It is the regular plan. Did you 
read the article in last week’s Herald, 
by that strong layman, J. Frank Barnes, 
of Huntington, Indiana, to his confer- 
ence, the Eel River? It is so clear and 


convincing and comes from such a promi- 
nent layman, that every church and pas- 
tor should give heed to it. 





Woman's Work 


Mrs. Emma S. Powers 
General Secretary-Treasurer 
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Everyland 

The following letter of interest to our 
readers has been received at the Wom- 
an’s Mission Office: 

Dear Friend: 

I must now send out a formal an- 
nouncement that Everyland will be dis- 
continued with the December number, so 
we cannot accept any more subscrip- 
tions. 

As you know, I started Everyland in 
1909 and carried it financially and edi- 
torially for four years. When it went 
out of existence before, it was put back 
into my hands, against my wishes and 
will. I have gone on for seven years 
with the magazine. I am sorry that the 
Boards have not felt that they could 
really work with any promise of success 
for the magazine since to my mind it is 
the most important thing for Women’s 
Boards to do. If we neglect the boys 
and girls of the 12-year-old period and 
allow them to read the sort of thing they 
are getting in many libraries as well as 
on the news stands, we cannot expect 
right ideals in later years. 

It seemed to me a simple matter for 
eighteen million Protestant women to 
have a subscription list of from 25,000 to 
100,000. Everyland carries the mission- 
ary motive in a way in which no one 
Board is able to do. I appreciate the 
pressure on Boards, but that is not suf- 
ficient excuse for having no magazine, 
either as your own Board organ, or one 
like Everyland with several Boards back- 
ing it. We have little papers with de- 
partments for children, but have very 
few attractive magazines for the age 
mentioned, which is the critical age. 

The responsibility now drops from my 
hands and with this last word I say fare- 
well. It has been a care but I have been 
happy to give my services and _ the 
Boards have never had to spend one cent 





NOVEMBER 15, 1928 


nor give any real time to the distribu- 
tion of the magazine. Perhaps because 
we have asked so little they have done 
so little. Please say to the Boards that 
have helped that I have appreciated it 
and have only been sorry that we could 
not have such support that there might 
be one magazine of world — in 
this whole great country, backed by 
Christian men and women. It has not 
been a matter of financing because the 
Central Committee has most generously 
met the bills that were not met by sub- 
scriptions. We have kept the cost down 
to the minimum. The children, if we may 
judge from their letters, love the maga- 
zine, and I am getting from all over the 
country requests from libraries, school 
teachers, church workers to continue. I 
can only say that it has not appealed to 
the Boards sufficiently for them to stand 
back of it to the extent of 25,000 copies 
from all denominations. That was all 
we hoped for. 

It will be a relief, in a way, to lay 
down this burden, for it has been an anx- 
iety and I have questioned my right to 
allow the Central Committee to go on 
taking the whole financial responsibility. 
The magazine has been quite as much or 
more for Home Missions, but the For- 
eign group has carried the entire burden 
of work and expense for these seven 
years. 

It is a comfort that in the twenty 
years the magazine has lived, the 
thoughts of the nations have grown more 
friendly and I think we have helped to 
train a generation that will be for 
world peace and world friendship. 

As I lay it down the words of Christ 
come to me, as they have often come 
during these years, “Feed My Lambs. 
If ye love me, feed my lambs.” The old- 
er people have their literature, more 
than they can possibly read. I pray that 
some one, somewhere, will be able to 
take up a similar work and do it in a 
better way that will appeal to all Boards 
so that we may still have something for 
the children. 

Very sincerely yours, 
Lucy W. PEABODY. 
Mrs. HENRY W. PEABODY, Editor. 


The Thank Offering 

We wish to call your attention to 
the fact that the Suggestions which are 
sent out with the Thank-offering Pro- 
gram, were printed before the objects 
for the Thank Offering was decided by 
the Board. 

You will please note that the objects, 
as decided upon by the General Mission 
Board and the Woman’s Board, are the 
Franklinton Dormitory and Porto Rico 
Relief fund. 
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Make #80 aWeek 


with New Educational Invention 


Proctor earned $538 cash bonus in 1 
month. Freitag $500 in 30 days. McKean 
$20 profit in half day. You can do as well. 
Just help me introduce Playbox. Huge de- 
mand. Selling outfit FREE. eite er 
ad “964 Profit- ores Plan. J. Rec 
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ILLINOIS 


Sims, October 31—I have been in a very 
interesting and successful meeting at 
Sims, Illinois, with Pastor Ed. Borah and 
Evangelist Charlotte E. Nash. The pas- 
tor held a week of preparatory meetings 
before Mrs. Nash came. She remained two 
weeks and we continued a week after she 
left. She did excellent work as she al- 
ways does. The people appreciate her. 
This church is in Brother Borah’s home 
territory and he is well received, doing 
excellent work. There were ten confes- 
sions and accessions to the church. The 
people showed their appreciation of my 
services in a substantial way. Sims has 
a good working church. — Brother Borah 
is helping Brother Fasnacht at Hord. — 
I have been to Carters Temple where 
Brother Cora Truitt is now pastor. 
Am planning to go to Pleasant Union and 
Christian Chapel next.—A. H. Bennett, 
Merom, Ind. 


Olney, November 5—Sunday was an- 
other great day with the church at 
Newton. Fine Sunday-school in the morn- 
ing. In the afternoon at four o’clock, Mr. 
Harold Small Wood and Miss Mary Weck 
of Chicago, who had motored down with 
their parents, came to the church where 
they were married. Miss Alice Rutherman, 
our superintendent, played the wedding 
march. Mr. Fred Weck, the father of the 
bride, is forecaster for the Aviation field 
at Chicago. Mr. Weck and family of four, 
handed us their names for membership 
with the church at Newton, and as prompt- 
ly took a carton of Duplex envelopes for 
the church, for each member of the family. 
Pastor Bradbury is rejoicing with his 
people and friends for the victory a week 
ago at Rally Day with the Olney church. 
They broke all records of the church for 


attendance. Three hundred eight were in 
attendance at Sunday-school and pro- 
gram. Pastor Spencer, with his Oak 


Grove Church, enjoyed a fine day at Rally 


Day the third Sunday in October. The 
largest attendance in years is re- 
ported. The following Sunday his folks 


on a great Rally Day 
Harvest Home Service. Rev. Levi Carter 
began his meeting with the Brockville 
church a week ago, then on Friday night, 
the church was burned down. It was one 
of our old land marks, where great con- 
gregations used to worship, and a much 
loved spot. We sympathize with pastor 
and people. Mr. Leo Correll, a successful 
school-teacher, who has been doing a 
great work in the Young People’s Con- 
gress, has given himself into the work of 
the Kingdom and has decided to help as 
song evangelist. A fine young man, worthy 
of the calls for revival work anywhere. 
Pastor Spencer is now in special meetings 
with his Oak Grove charge, Rev. Mrs. Nash 
as Evangelist. Rev. S. Price has been at 
Mt. Gilead the past two weeks in special 
meeting with Miss Shultz, as _ personal 
worker and song leader. They have en- 
joyed a wonderful meeting with a number 
of decisions for Christ. Rev. Ed. Borah, 
assisted by Sister Nash and Elder A. H. 
Bennett, has closed a_ blessed good 
meeting at Sims church. Several of our 
Pastorless churches are seeking pastors 
at this time. It looks as if most of them 
will soon be supplied. Thanksgiving Day 
at Pleasant View church is to be observed 
with special program and the Annual 
dinner. Dr. E. A. Watkins is to be one of 
the speakers. Rev. S. Price will start an- 
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From the Field 







other service at Sandy Creek next Thurs- 
day night.—Alvin O. Jacobs. 


INDIANA 


Eel River and Dunfee, November 2— 
Sunday, October 28 was a big day for Eel 
River and Dunfee Churches when _ they 
were privileged to welcome and listen to 
a group of students from Defiance College 
who rendered two most acceptable pro- 
grams, the first Sunday afternoon at Eel 
River and the second at Dunfee in the 
evening. 

Rev. Beisiegel and a group of his people 
from Booneville and Collamer and a few 
from Sidney Church came to Eel River to 
enjoy the program. 

This work is being undertaken by stu- 
dents training in Christian work. The 
purpose is to acquaint our churches with 
the work being done at Defiance. The 
program consisting of music and talks on 
Religious Education and Defiance were 
well rendered and well received. We were 
glad to have them come to us, and feel 
that they have helped our people to ap- 
preciate the work at Defiance. The at- 
tendance at both churches was splendid 
having exceeded in numbers any service 
since I began my work with them, Septem- 
ber 1.—H. E. Warner, Pastor. 


Mellott, October 31—The church work 
in this pastorate, Mellott and Union, is 
moving along in a nice way. Several 
commendable things have been accom- 
plished in the last year. The Union church 
has been redecorated and refinished in- 
side. This work was sponsored and paid 
for by the young people and Ladies’ Aid. 
The young people of each church have 
given a play which netted them more 
than enough to pay their MciXnight 
pledge and to send representatives to both 
the Defiance and Merom summer schoo!s. 
— The Ladies’ Aid at Mellott gave their 
regular Christmas bazaar and Easter sup- 
per at the proper time. Both were a suc- 
cess financially and otherwise. — Our 
Daily Vacation Bible School was held in 
May this year. The enrollment was fifty- 
nine and the average attendance was fif- 
ty-seven. — Rally Day was observed in 
both churches in October, the attendance 
at Union being 130 and Mellott 240. Our 
revival meetings were also held in Octo- 
ber, just eight days at each church. Mr. 
Walter Steward, of Darlington, Indiana, 
was song leader at each place. Both 
churches were well pleased with his serv- 
ices. The short revival was an experi- 
ment with us this time. Both churches 
are thoroughly sold on the idea now. Each 
meeting was pronounced among the best 
the churches had ever held. The average 
attendance for each service was ninety- 
nine at Union and 211 at Mellott. The 
visible results were fourteen additions at 
each church, most of them being adults. 
This makes a total of eighty-two people 
received in the two years I have been in 
the pastorate here.—J. E. Fry, Pastor. 


IOWA 

Madrid, November 2—The Woman’s 
Missionary Society of the Madrid Church 
assembled with Mrs. Defur at the par- 
sonage for sewing and preparation of gar- 
ments for the Porto Rican sufferers short- 
ly after the call for their need was made. 
More than a hundred garments were sent 
by the society. A part of these were con- 
tributed by the Carlson and Sanberg store, 
but a large number were made by the 
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$50 to $500 


FOR YOUR CHURCH 
A dignified and ethical means for 
churches, teachers and societies to 
raise money, meet budgets and 
pledges is by selling the famous 
Messenger Scripture Text Calen- 
dars. These beautiful and useful 
sacredcalendarssell quicklybecause 
they are instantly recognized as a 
welcome Christian influence for 
the home. 
Write for complete 
selling plans that tell 
you how to make 
salesandearnprofits. 


Calendars Make 
Ideal Christmas 
ifts 
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Ready For Christmas 


“JOY UNSPEAKABLE,” (Devotional) Price, 
50c. 


“STRANGER THAN FICTION,” (True in- 
cidents and interesting truths) 50c. 
“THE 4 A’S vs. THE 5 A’S (Controversial) 

50c. Hanson & Edgar, Publishers, Kings- 


ton, Ont. 

“LOVE'S IMMENSITY,” Price, $1.50. 

W. P. Blessing Co., 63 E. Adams St., Chi- 

cago, Ill. 

The Sunday School Times, Philadelphia, “Most 
interesting.” 

The King’s Business, Los Angeles, “A verit- 
able feast.” 


— Monthy, Chicago, 


Christ Life, Cleveland, ‘“‘No appreciation and 
interpretation of the Hebrew names of 
God so adequate.” 


“Deep spiritual in- 


The Indian Christian, Belgaum, India, “No 
dry and dreary pages.’’ 

The Evangelical Christian, Toronto, “A de 
lightful book,” By the same author, 


Bertha Carr-Harris. 
93 Mack St., Kingston, Ont. 





women. Rally Day was a success here as 
shown by continued interest and attend- 
ance on the Sundays following. Promo- 
tion resulted in a helpful rearrangement 
of pupils so that the classification assures 
better results. The annual Harvest Home 
supper was held on the twenty-fifth of 
October and was pronounced a_ decided 
success, both in the fellowship and in net 
earnings. 

Teacher training classes are being or- 
ganized. The present plan is to have 
three,— one on Administration, meeting in 
connection with the Sunday-school Board, 
another of older young people and an- 
other consisting of juniors and seniors of 
the high school. It is expected that these 
three groups will be prepared to so com- 
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plete their work as to be in line to re- 
ceive diplomas when the’ twelve units 
have been completed.—Clarence Defur, 
Pastor. 


NEW YORK 


Albany, October 22—Rally Day was ob- 
served October 7, with the largest at- 
tendance of the season. Eight four-year- 
olds were graduated from the Cradle Roll 
to the Beginners. We used Mrs. Fletcher’s 
delightful promotion service. At the 
morning church service a young married 
couple was received into membership. 
They were baptized the following Sunday. 
The women of the various organizations 
are busy sewing for our Porto Rican 
mission. Plans are under way for the an- 
nual fair. The C. E. is planning for its 
usual Halloween frolic. The Young Peo- 
ple’s Congress will meet here Oct. 27.—A. 
Cc. Youmans, Pastor. 

Charleston Four Corners—The ladies 
are busy collecting clothing and cash for 
the Porto Rican sufferers. Eight new 
members have been received in the past 
year and the average attendance has in- 
creased.—Geo. R. Crockett, pastor. 

East Cobleskill—More than 300 people 
attended the annual chicken supper served 
by the Ladies’ Aid society, Oct. 17. Ar- 
rangements are being made for special 
meetings to begin the second Sunday in 
Nov. Mrs. Brown will attend the Biennial 
meeting in Dayton next week.—cC. O. 
Brown, pastor. 

Huntersland—Regular services have 
been maintained and will continue as long 
as road conditions will permit. Attendance 
through the summer months has_ been 
above the average.—C. O. Brown. 

Medway—Rally Day was observed with 
a special program in the Sunday-school 
and communion at the preaching service. 
Two new members were received. The 
ladies have voted $50 toward the Hurri- 


eane Fund and an additional $50 to the 
regular church offering for Foreign Mis- 
sions. Plans are being made for. the 
Thanksgiving community dinner.—W. D. 
Rockwell, pastor. ° 

Ravena—On Sunday, October 7, a “Fol- 
low-up” program was observed in the 


Sunday-school at which the Primary De- 
partment took charge of the worship 
period in the adult division. Thirty-five 
dollars were realized from the autumn 
luncheon served by the Loyal Daughters, 
October 11. This will be applied on the 
piano fund.—W. E. Baker, pastor. 


NEW ENGLAND 


Rhode Island 
Conference 


West Mansfield, October 31—Rally Day 
was celebrated on October 28, by special 
services both morning and evening. The 
church and Sunday-school united in an in- 
teresting program of music and speaking 
in the morning. At the evening service, a 
beautiful pageant was put on by the older 
boys and girls of the Sunday-school. 
Youth, disappointed in the Spirit of Today 
and the Spirit of Yesterday follows the 
Spirit of Tomorrow with her attendants, 
Love, Truth, Unselfishness, Obedience, 
Humility, and Sacrifice. 

The Pep Bee, a bright little sketch, was 
given by several of the young people. A 
lazy, overgrown, awkward boy, who 
couldn’t get up in time to play tennis or 
football, was stung by a Pep Bee. He 
was so full of pep, that he was ready and 
eager to play tennis and football, to teach 


and Massachusetts 
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in Sunday-school, even to join the Ladies’ 
Aid and the Mothers’ Club. This sketch 
was illustrated with appropriate songs. 


One of our girls, Miss Helen Thompson, 
is a missionary in China under the auspices 
of the Christian and Missionary Alliance. 
She has recently left Shanghai, where she 
has been a refugee for seventeen months. 
and a recent letter expresses her delight 
at the prospect of a speedy return to her 
work in Wu Chang.—G. H. Richard. 


Rockingham Conference 


Kittery Point, Maine, October 30—Our 
church was well represented at the recent 
session of conference at Newton. On the 
evening of October 14 the delegates re- 
ported to the church; following the pas- 


tor’s message: Mrs. Honsberger for the 
church, and Mrs. J. Fred Dorr for the 
Young People, referring especially to 


the reception of two lay-workers, Misses 
Bernice Jackson and Ruth Roden, both of 
Amesbury Church, who came into their 
present service through the influence of 
the late Mrs. Fielder. Our Conference 
Secretary then made a report reviewing 
the work of the churches. The C. EB. 
meetings are being resumed for the win- 
ter in the homes, thus serving two pur- 
poses: taking the message to shut-ins and 
saving the expenses of heating the large 
auditorium for an hour’s service, since we 
have no vestry. <A very interesting en- 
tertainment was recently given at the 
church under the auspices of the Sewing 
A good sized audience attended and 
enjoyed the program after which they 
were taken to the parsonage where Mrs. 
Myra Seawards had prepared a nice lunch 
for them. Mrs. Seawards is serving most 
efficiently her second term as president of 
this auxiliary. — On Wednesday evening, 
October 24, the Ladies’ Aid gave their an- 
nual harvest supper in the vestry of the 
Free Will Baptist church, under the ex- 
cellent direction of the president of the 
society, Mrs. J. Fred Dow. — The evening 
service of Sunday, October 28, was omit- 
ted in favor of a Community Missionary 
meeting at the Baptist church. — Our Of- 
ficial Board held its first meeting of the 
new year at the parsonage Monday eve- 
ning, the 29th.—Amee. 


Zee. 


Northern Kansas and Nebraska 
Conference 


The Northern Kansas and Nebraska 
Christian Conference met with the Olive 
Hill church, which royally entertained the 
delegates who came from Wayland, Red 
Cloud, Meredith, and Lincoln under the 
leadership of Vice-President Jones, Rev. 
C. G. Nelson, Brother Savage, and Brother 
Floyd Jones respectively. 

Mrs. Will Roe led the opening devotion- 
al services, and Rev. C. G. Nelson gave the 
opening message. Rev. W. H. Denison, D. 
D., Secretary of the General Convention 
was present from Dayton, Ohio, and Rev. 
Jesse M. Kauffman, Field Secretary of the 
Western Convention, both bringing help- 
ful messages. 

Mrs. Kauffman and the talented daugh- 
ter helped in the Woman’s Missionary pro- 
gram and Young People’s Congress meet- 
ing, this being the finest program ever 
given by our young people. The subject 
was “War and Youth.” 

Dr. W. A. Tyler, Superintendent of the 
Congregational Churches of Nebraska, 
came as a fraternal delegate and deliv- 
ered a great message. The Conference 
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A Bible and commentary combined. 


SCOFIELD 
ReferenceBible 


Edited by Rev.C.1.Scofield,D.D. 
Assisted by Eminent Scholars 


The full text of the Bible, with 
chain references, analyses of all 
Bible books, summaries of great 
Scripture truths, revised renderings 
in the margins, prophecies harmo- 
nized, apparent discrepancies ex- 
plained and many study aids found 
tn no other Bible. 


50 styles from $1.95 up. 
Send for “‘Bible Questions” circular. 




















At all Booksellers or the Publishers 


OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS, 
114 Fifth Avenue, New York 


Helps on Pages Where Needed 
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6O0Oc OrOore 


100,000 Sunday School Workers 
Yearly Depend on 


PELOUBET’S 


SELECT NOTES 


(55th Annual Volume) 
AMOS R. WELLS, Litt.D., LL.D. 


BECAUSE—Itis supreme inscholarship, 
interest and true helpfulness and it is 
adapted for all grades. Prepaid $2.00. 


A DAILY DIGEST OF THE 
SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSONS 


AMOS R. WELLS, Litt.D., LL.D. 
For Bible Classes—for Men’s Classes. Concise 


t-eatment with application to modern life. Vest- 
pocket size. Cloth 35c. Leather 50c. 


The Great Bible Question Book 
KNOW YOUR BIBLE? 
AMOS R. WELLS, Litt.D., LL.D. 


1500 questions (answers in back) on text of the 
Bibleand covering the entire Bible. Postpaid $1.00. 


THINK ON THESE THINGS 
AMOS R. WELLS, Litt.D., LL.D. 


Daily meditations fora year. An inspiring thought 
each day gives courage and strength for the day’s 
tasks. Postpaid $1.50. 


EVERYDAY RELIGION 


DR. JOHN TIMOTHY STONE 
Applied ey and the key to happiness. 
Postpaid $1.50. 

“At All Booksellers 
A. WILDE COMPANY 


131 Clarendon Street, Boston, Mass. 
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Order From 
THE 
CHRISTIAN PUBLISHING ASSOCIATION 
219 South Ludlow Street, 
Dayton, Ohio 
(OEE GG a RET MEA A SL TMP 





voted unanimously for the Congregation- 
al-Christian union.—C. E. Booz, Secretary. 
McPherson, Kans. 































































































